IWBCC 2nd March 2017

   INVERKIP AND WEMYSS BAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Business Meeting 
Thursday 2nd March 2017 at 7.00pm
    Inverkip Primary School 
Present: Paul Cassidy (Chair), David Adams, Jean Anderson, Gary Purdon, Jakki Purdon, Isobel Rennie (Treasurer), Eileen Virtue.
In attendance: Cllr. I Nelson, Cllr G Dorrian, Cllr L Rebecchi,  Police Officers  , Community Wardens, and 3 members of the public  
1.0 Apologies for absence: Alison Clark (Secretary), Tracy Bunton , Stuart McMillan MSP.
2.0 Welcome and Opening Remarks
Paul welcomed everyone to the meeting 
3.0 Police Matters
Police Officer   reported that in the preceding month 8 crimes were recorded and 5 were detected; 3 ongoing involving 1 online fraud, 1 wilful fireraising, 1 cycle theft.  
There were 3 priority 1 calls – 2 false alarms at Pearsons Garage, 1 domestic disturbance(male arrested).

There was no update on the missing persons investigation. Police are still following lines of enquiry.
4.0 Minutes of Business Meeting held on Thursday 2nd February 2017  
Actions from previous minutes are summarised and updated in Appendix 1.  
Minutes proposed as accurate by Jean Anderson and seconded by Gary Purdon.
5.0 Community Wardens

Community wardens   reported that in the preceding month 5 calls were recorded : 1 alcohol/drugs related, 4 public nuisance/disorder.  They also completed 79 checks of vulnerable buildings in the area. 

Question was raised with wardens and police regarding the status of reported ongoing antisocial behaviour /troubles on the Wemyss Bay line trains. Answered that the situation is being monitored closely and dealt with by British Transport police , along with coordinated support from Police Scotland and Wardens.  BT Police have been on trains over last couple of weekends also. 

There is coordinated action plan for the summer season between all the relevant organisations.

6.0 Secretary’s report  
6.1 Jean referred to Inverclyde Council committee reports making them available to those present and reminded all that reports can be found on Inverclyde Council’s website:
 http://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/meetings/
Matters of interest included:

6.1  There has been funding approved to Regeneration Forum Projects to cover 
                      Port Glasgow, Greenock and Gourock.(total approx £2.5m)  
                      Inverkip and Wemyss Bay are not mentioned in any of the Forum proposed projects – 
                     Cllr Dorrian recommended IWBCC contact Ronnie Ahlfeld to ask which area we 
                     should be included in. 

   Grants Subcommittee has received 2 applications in IWBCC area:

        Funding for Summer Playscheme 2017/18 at Inverkip Primary 

        Funding for additional caretaker/key holder role at  Inverkip Community Hub 

Inverclyde Council reviewing their charging for football facilities. (Education sub-committee mtg)
7.0 Planning Matters

7.1  Jean summarised 2  applications both of which were granted.  Ardgowan Distillery and domestic application.
7. 2  Inverkip Play Area moving adjacent to Inverkip Community Hub. Funds in place £130k and construction scheduled to begin once weather /ground conditions improve.

7. 3  Housing Land Supply Review Inverclyde has identified potential areas which may be suitable for consideration for future house building projects. Brown field sites include Inverkip Power Station site, Spango Valley(ex-IBM site), Ravenscraig Hospital, Sacred Heart and Holy Cross primary sites. 

In Inverkip 2 greenfield sites listed  - Langhouse Road and Bernfern forest areas  . 

Report going out to consultation. 

Cllr Rebecchi recommended IWBCC submit comments and concerns as early as possible to Head of Planning - to ensure any concerns/opinions we have on behalf of our residents are made clear. 

7. 4  Bruacre Site (Scottish Power ex- Inverkip Power Station) Cllrs confirmed talks at advanced stage between Inverclyde Council and Scottish Power and hopeful of signoff for necessary agreements etc in matter of weeks rather than months.

This will allow start of projects planned as part of Big City Deal – ie A78 road improvements, roundabout, etc.

Gary asked if any feedback/details on the discussions available to IWBCC. Cllrs responded that not available as discussions are at financial /commercially sensitive stage  and not suitable to share publically.

7. 5 Bachan Burn , Cowal Peninsula – IWBCC received email from Save Cowal community group notifying that plans again due to be resubmitted to Scottish Govt for wind turbines.  

General discussion ensued – with opinions expressed support for and against wind turbine installations. Discussions on necessity for alternative  energy generating systems to meet future demands , necessity of alternative sources for our energy needs  but preferably not in visibly sensitive areas, especially as tourism and leisure industries are important part of Scotlands economic future also.
Documentation is available to download from Scottish Government site on how public and community groups can express opinions regarding any new proposals once they are submitted. The plans will not go before local Argyll council planning board for debate, but go directly to Scottish Government in Edinburgh.

Paul clarified that IWBCC always look at individual wind turbine planning applications on case by case basis. We do not have a policy to automatically oppose wind turbine projects. We discuss and vote on the merits of  each individual case that comes up.
Suggestion was raised that IWBCC invite the Bachan Burn developer to attend a future meeting, along with the Cowal Group, for each to present their information so that everyone has an opportunity to hear the info from sources.  
7. 6 Phone Mast Wemyss Bay – proposal to locate a bigger mast at Wemyss Bay telephone exchange posted on Facebook – no comments posted yet. (combined Telefonica and 02)

8.0 Roads, Pavements and Lighting
8.1 Street Lighting – LED lights replacement project is ongoing. Inverkip & Wemyss Bay included.
          Question raised by member of public regarding street lights that seem to be on permanently

          at Hill Farm, Ardgowan View estates would this be wasting money?  Cllr Rebecchi clarified  

          IC pay flat rate for electric lighting, not affected by usage. 

8.2 Footpath alongside Kip Power Station site – becoming overgrown again . 
       Also loads of gravel dumped at the entrance. David will contact Scottish Power. 

8.3 Fly Tipping – continuing at Power Station entrance . David will mention to Scottish Power and report to Inverclyde Council hotline 717171.  All members of the public  encourage to contact the police with any information about those responsible for fly tipping – if they witness any, try to get photo or licence plate number and report it.
8.4 Dog Fouling Problem in IWBCC area – recommendation  to use the new IC Phone App to easily report incidents. Member of public happy to say that on using the new APP service – mess was cleared/responded to very quickly. 

8.5 Parking permits for residents Wemyss Bay – Cllr Dorrian reported that scheme to issue parking permits for Main Street residents in WB, was approved by committee. Will now go out to consultation.

8.6 WB potholes – in Community Centre carpark and on A78 Main Road. Cllr Rebecchi will discuss with IC Roads Director.
8.7 Inverkip Main Street – request from Hotel for loading bay rejected by IC Roads dept. Cllr Dorrian discussing further with IC Roads – proposal for loading area parking restriction.
9.0 Treasurers Report

9.1 Isobel provided a report on  : balance: £2660.62.  Cheque received for refund for Christmas Lights entertainer no-show at Inverkip.
10.0 AOCB
10.1 Future IWBCC meetings – couple of changes needed,  agreed and will be listed on the IWBCC website. Discussed possibility of moving venues but agreed to continue with schools and occasional move to community halls, when schools unavailable. 
Jakki suggested amending the dates or times of our monthly meetings to accommodate residents who may want to come along, but cannot make evenings or Thursdays.  Discussed but concluded that regular day/time meant public could always know when the regular meetings are due to be held. Also regular fixed days, allow  community councillors and the regular attendees (Inverclyde Councillors, MP, Police, Wardens , etc) to schedule diaries for regular attendance. 

IWBCC have Facebook page, website, notice boards publicising how anyone can contact us to ask for topics/questions/info to be added to the agendas, and reported back on, even if they cannot attend a meeting in person. 

Eileen suggested we could do IWBCC “pop-up” meetings – where we could have a couple   of IWBCC members attend events in WB or Inverkip on Sat mornings, or other evenings etc, - where we could “man” a desk for an hour so anyone can talk to us.  Agreed we would think further about it and add to next meeting agenda.
10.2  Inverkip Church is holding Fair Trade Coffee Morning on Sat 4 March
10.3 Re-site of Recycling Bins – question received from Manager Inverkip Community Hub asking if decided yet where bins would be re-sited. Wanted to raise concern that would be a problem if it reduced available parking spaces near the new centre. 
10.4 Wemyss Bay shops scaffolding: Cllr Rebecchi confirmed IC have been in touch with factor to discuss their concerns over length of time it has been in place and pushing for  a swift resolution plan. There is a dispute between shops and residents about costs/payments for roof repairs. 

10.5 Wemyss Bay Mothers and Toddlers Group – request for funding to install fencing around playpark.  It was agreed to progress to request permission and a specification from Inverclyde Council.  Costing will then be considered.  Paul has been working with IC on this,ongoing.. Hopes quotes to be obtained for work to be done by IC soon.
10.6 Doggie Park : Cllr Rebecchi has received suggestion to include a public space (park) for dogs use if any plans for public spaces developments in Inverkip/WB.

11.0 Date and time of next meeting:
Thursday 6th April 2017 in Wemyss Bay Community Centre at 7:00pm

As school closed for Easter Holidays

There being no further business the formal meeting was closed at 8:35pm 











APPENDIX 1
IWBCC ACTIONS SUMMARY – 2.3.17
	ITEM
	NEW ACTIONS FROM MINUTES  2.3.17
	RESPONSIBLE
	UPDATE
	STATUS at 12.1.17

	6.1
	  IWBCC contact Ronnie Ahlfeld to ask which Regeneration Forum Area I & WB should be included in
	PC
	
	open

	7.3
	Housing Land Supply Review Inverclyde – comments can be submitted to Head of Planning
	PC ?
	
	Open

	7.5
	Bachan Burn – invite developer and Save Cowal group to future meeting?
	
	
	Open

	  8.2
	Footpath alongside Kip Power Station site – becoming overgrown again . 

       Also loads of gravel dumped at the entrance. 
	 DA will contact Scottish Power
	
	open

	 8.6
	WB potholes – in Community Centre carpark and on A78 Main Road.  
	 Cllr Rebecchi
	 
	 open

	 
	 
	 
	  
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	ACTIONS - FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
	RESPONSIBLE
	UPDATE
	STATUS

	 
	Letter from R Cowan MP re Ofcom briefing – save on IWBCC website
	PC
	
	

	 
	Stewart Milne - lighting at new entrance to the estate
	EV
	Emailed no reply...will try again for response
	ongoing

	 
	Investigate concerns about car headlights outside Sainsburys dazzling drivers on A78
	Councillors 
	Cllr Dorrian spoke to IC Head of Roads. Checked..no change to camber of Main Street , but removal of hedgerow, may be making headlights more noticeable. IC passing info to road owner and Transerv. 
	complete

	 
	Wemyss Bay playpark fencing – request permission and specification from IC
	PC & Cllr Dorrian
	Riverside Inverclyde confirmed funding can be transferred once they receive our bank account info. Paul will action with Fiona and organise getting quotes for costs from IC etc.
	ongoing

	
	Signage A78 sliproad to Hill Farm, photograph showing preferred location    
	Cllr Rebecchi/TB
	Cllr Rebecchi has discussed with Transerv – signage top and bottom
	Ongoing

	
	Parking and road markings Inverkip Main Street at bus stop.
	Cllr Rebecchi
	
	Open

	
	Confirm report was sent from IC Roads to Kip Marina 
	Cllr Dorrian
	
	Open

	
	Main Street overhanging vegetation and uneven/ broken sections of the pavement.  
	JA & Cllrs Dorrian & Rebecchi
	Jean sent photos with report, and patching has been done to pavement
	complete

	
	Kip Park, Main Street to the junction with Langhouse Road – concerns with contractor’s reinstatement following utilities work
	GP
	Whole road is to be resurfaced after completion of Community Hub
	Monitor

	
	Report concerns with specific roads in Wemyss Bay
	GP
	BT works are ongoing
	Complete

	
	Request the pathway south west of the Inverkip yacht club on the A78 is cleared of vegetation, provide photographs of the location
	Cllr Rebecchi/ TB
	Info passed to relevant people (Transerv, IC)
	complete


