
Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council Minutes
Thursday 13th January 2022
Attendees: Community Councillors: Eileen Virtue, Helen Blackwell, Frances Cassidy, Paul Cassidy (Chair)
Cllr Rebecchi
Alistair Montgomery 

David Robinson

Ronnie Cowan MP
Davey Durkan

1 Chairperson’s welcome:

Paul Cassidy welcomed all to the first meeting of 2022 and wished everyone Happy New Year
2 Apologies: 
Councillor Gerry Dorian
Police Scotland

Andrew Bell 

Phyllis Shearer

Alasdair Higgins

3 Police Matters and Community Wardens Report:  
No Police in attendance

Warden report – received for December. Only the one incident of vehicle nuisance reported.
4 Minutes of Last Meeting:
· Bus from Inverkip to Gourock - Eileen to follow up with MSP. No progress
· Rubbish Bins/Dog Bins – Helen reported that we have still only had one formal reply from our letter asking about bins. Ardgowan estate replied to update us that the coastal path will be managed by Inverclyde Council from the next financial year. Cllr Rebecchi had given a verbal report relating to this at the last meeting. Still no reply from Holt Marine. HB to follow up possibility of getting another bin between the bridge and the beach.
· Post Office /Co Op – letter written asking the PO to consider a space within the Co Op in Wemyss Bay. Paul reported that he had a reply from PO saying that they would be running a mobile service for both villages. That communication has now been received by the community council and has been put on our Facebook Page. It will be Wemyss Bay Spar car park on Mondays, 11.45 – 12.45 and Thursdays, 11.30 – 12.30. In Inverkip it will be in Sainsburys car park Mondays, 1.30 – 2.30 and Thursdays, 1.15 – 2.15. The community council agreed that although these services do not replace a permanent post office that there would be some services for the local community. 
The Co Op in Wemyss Bay has indicated that floorspace would be a challenge within the shop and it is will not be considered there. 
Ronnie Cowan MP said that although the Post Office is seen as a community service there are fewer dedicated Post Offices across the whole UK, they are mainly inside other businesses/stores. Fewer people wish to become post masters as it is hard to make a living out of a stand alone post office.  
There is no other retail space in Wemyss Bay and limited space in Inverkip.
The community council recommends that local people use the revised service if they can and respond to the survey (link on our website) before 2nd Feb.

· Heritage Board – Andrew Bell has done some research on content and will get costings on a design to feed back to the community council. Eileen indicated that the whole structure probably needs replacing as one of the supports is rotted through. Eileen reported that Andrew Bell had also spotted a Christmas Banner that he thought would look nice – he will provide details.
· Signage on A78 at new Co OP lights – Paul had written to transport Scotland about warning signs. The new (small) warning signs are now in place however the placement is incorrect with the sign before the bridge in Wemyss bay being hidden by a lamp post and the sign coming from Inverkip direction being too far down the hill and very close to the actual lights to be effective. Paul will write back to Transport Scotland and request that the signs be better sited, be bigger and also be electronic. Ronnie Cowan offered his office support.
· Footpath covered in soil/overgrowth at Boat Club pavement area – Paul contacted Amey. They said that it is Inverclyde Council’s responsibility, however it is Amey and Paul has followed this up by sending a map with the responsibilities shown.
· Inverclyde Wide litter picking group – Ciano was unable to tell us who runs the group but will advise that they contact community councils. Ronnie Cowan indicated that the group is Inverclyde Literati and he contacted them during the meeting and they have asked for our contact details – the community council welcomes the chance to work together on reducing litter in our area.

· Fly Tipping in Wemyss bay, a resident had raised an issue last meeting. This has not been cleared and Cllr Rebecchi will follow that up.

· Swallow Brae – a resident contacted the community council about an area between Lapwing grove and Swallow Brae which is not managed by factors and not managed by the council. We asked all three councillors for the area and they have suggested that there should be a factor in place to manage that piece of ground as it is private land and not council land.
Minutes Proposed by Frances Cassidy and seconded by Eileen Virtue
5  SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE: 
All on website

Weekly Planning lists
Post Office mobile service (discussed)

Inverclyde Council budget listening event on 17th January – on Facebook Page
Letter received from Theresa Nelson (Argyll CC) re fish farms
Posters received for Foodbank, next Foodbank is in the church hall 18th and 19th January
Litterpick dates received for Inverkip
Gnomes are still wandering in the woods
Lapwing Grove/Swallow Brae letter from resident
Queens Jubilee celebrations

Inverclyde Council consultation on policy for sexual entertainment venues in Inverclyde HB to put on Face book to see if any views and we can respond to council

6 Treasurers Report:
Balance is £3696.72 – there is a cheque outstanding for Remembrance Day wreaths for the villages – once presented this will take the balance to £3638.32
7 Planning Matters:
Power Station – the community council noted that planning for 650 houses had been approved recently. Eileen Virtue asked if there were any details regarding specific plans and timetables. Nothing agreed so far and Cllr Rebecchi indicated that we can still continue to object.
IBM/Spango Valley – a site visit is to be carried out by the planning committee. We can still object to the development.

8 Roads Pavements and Lighting:
Helen asked if there was any update on the A78 traffic improvements for the Inverkip junction. Cllr Rebecchi indicated that the money is there for the work but it is managed by Transerve. Paul and Ciano to find out current position.
9 AOCB: 
David asked if we had plans for the Queens Platinum Jubilee in June this year – he indicated that people are being asked to plant a tree. David agreed to lead in this project. Ronnie Cowan reported that Inverclyde council had just been given £88,000 for re wilding/reforestation and so this was very timely.
11 Date of next meeting:
3rd February 2022 7pm
ACTION LIST

	MEETING
	ITEM
	WHO
	PROGRESS

	8/421
	Bus to Gourock
	Eileen to follow up
	Still outstanding

	8/4/21
	Additional dog waste bins in Marina area
	HB can take to Communication and Engagement group to follow up with Alan Walker
	outstanding

	4/11/21
	Rubbish Bins for Coastal path
	Ardgowan Estate, Holt Marine, Inverclyde Council
	No Solution identified – to be carried over

	4/11/21
	Heritage Board
	Andrew Bell leading
	To be carried over

	4/11/21
	Warning sign for Co Op traffic lights
	Paul written to TS
	Await response

	4/11/21
	Footpath overgrowth at boat club
	Paul written to Amey
	Await reply

	4/11/21
	Flytipping in Wemyss Bay
	Cllr Rebecchi to investigate ownership of land
	To be carried over

	13/01/22
	Sexual Entertainment Consultation
	HB to out on Facebook
	

	13/01/22
	Power Station and Spango Valley
	CC to make comments on plans
	

	13/01/22
	A78 Junction Inverkip
	Paul and Cllr Rebecchi to find out current status of junction improvements
	

	13/01/22
	Queens Jubilee
	David Robinson to investigate tree planting
	


