


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council Minutes
Thursday 9/11/2023
Wemyss Bay Community Centre

Attendees: Community Councillors: Dave Robinson (Chair), Frances Cassidy (Treasurer), Eileen Virtue (Secretary), Martin Armstrong,  
Cllr Paul Cassidy, Nicole Bradley Community Learning & Development, John Adam & Donald Hardie Community Wardens.
Resident Malcom McArthur, Jean Benson, Lynne McBain, Joan Bannigan, Billy Bannigan, Joshua Hopkins.

1 CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Dave chaired the meeting and welcomed all. No Issues raised.
2 APOLOGIES:  
Andrew Bell CC, Scot Little CC, MP Ronnie Cowan, MSP Stuart McMillan, Police  

3 POLICE MATTERS AND COMMUNITY WARDENS: 
 Residents raised issues from several areas of village regarding anti social behaviour - involving youngsters in the Swallow brae area and in Station Avenue. It has been reported that they have been kicking residents doors, vandalising gardens, “egging houses/windows” and generally causing disturbances with abusive and threatening behaviour when challenged.  
 Residents in attendance shared info on their first hand experiences earlier this month , where their car was also vandalised, threatening behaviour from youngsters in Inverkip main village, to which police were called and attended.  There have also been additional numerous reports of “egging”  and vandalism reported on local social media. 
Residents expressed their worries that these incidents are no longer seemingly limited to the summer/ holiday periods and that very distressing to the extent that some are seriously considering moving from the village after 23 years in residence due to no longer feeling safe.
Wardens in attendance confirmed their service was not notified of Police incident – and will check with Police on incident report for more info. They are aware of these type of incidents being on the increase, involving younger age groups and the increasing disrespect being shown to residents and themselves. 
They reiterated advice from both Wardens Service & Police to call or text and report all incidents. They do try to attend & respond to all calls – even if you leave a message. The calls can be anonomous if you wish. Also call if you see gathering groups or start of unruly, antisocial behaviours – as they and Police can try to proactively disperse and “nip in bud” early. 
Cllr Cassidy & IWBCC also reiterated importance of reporting/registering any incidents or worries as this helps with increasing the visibility of problem areas and hopefully strengthens cases for increased police /warden resources to be targeted  to our area. 
Residents raised point that not widely known how to contact Wardens or Police for non-emergencies situations. IWBCC website/notice boards does have their contact details and we have distributed their calling cards and contact info in past.   
Discussed and agreed that  IWBCC will compile a new flyer with the useful contact info again and distribute to public places around village, and deliver to areas around the village.  
Also suggested that IWBCC will reinvite school,youth organisations, police, warderns, British Transport Police to future meetings, to discuss anything that could be done to help alieviate the problems.

Concern discussed again that Police Service not able to share/produce local crime/incident statistics and figures to share with local residents /IWBCC for our monthly meetings that directly relate to our area. (It was provided in the past but Police Scotland divisional command no longer support the practise) .
We discussed and  agreed that although understand budget and manpower constraints with in Police, that it should be straightforward in this technology age to produce info on a monthly basis – as surely it must be being tracked as part of normal Police procedures, and the centralised Police office must have some admin resource available to production and share the data. Agreed IWBCC should raise again with Police. 
4 	Minutes of Previous Meeting 
        Proposed  Dave Robinson 
        Seconded  Frances Cassidy
         

5  SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE: 
Eileen quickly listed new correspondence received. 
Highlighted : 
Amey notification of major road works scheduled on A78 at Wemyss Bay 21-27 Nov (involving overight road closures and a full weekend closure of section of road. Amey have published alternative route as plan will shut route via WB to Largs. (emergency services and local access provisions will be made)
General discussion and concern about the disruption and impact on local residents – disappointment expressed re lack of advance notice ,publicity and consultation. Cllr Cassidy not aware and will raise with IC Roads & Amey.  IWBCC will forward the info they received from Amey to Cllrs, MP &MSP and Alastair for local resident group in WB. 


6 TREASURER’S REPORT
          Frances confirmed the current balance is £ 3508.59
          Expenditure of £20 for web posting.

7 PLANNING MATTERS
 Nothing major this month for our area. 
 Ardgowan Distillery application for licence for their shop.
 Change of use application for Inverkip old pharmacy into Café.

8 ROADS,PAVEMENT,LIGHTING discussions
 Give way lines at Langhouse Avenue faded . Eileen to send photo to Cllr Cassidy
Culverts A83 flooding/overflowing concerns
Langhouse Road – car damaged – raising problem of speeding on Langhouse Road
Train Timetable changes 

AOCB
         Rememberance Sunday Parade – Frances will represent us at WB, Dave at Inverkip
         Council Updates from Cllr Cassidy:
                 Case review report released – Margaret Fleming: Includes recommendations for various agencies.  
                 New Business Group started – Inverclyde Women in Business. Meets last Wed each month.
                 Grounds Staff now in Winter seasonal mode (gutter clearing, etc until end of March)
                       (5000k tonnes salt currently stored in preparation at Pottery Street 
                        with 400 grit bins throughout Inverclyde. 
                        Report to the council if you spot your local one empty please) 
                 Launched online training program with Inverclyde Drug and Alcohol Partnership 
                 Environment & Regeneration Committee Annual Procurement Report released: 
                       £25m on goods & services spent locally – a £5m increase on last year.
                        There are Meet the Buyer Events planned to allow local businesses 
                        to meet Inverclyde Council teams and discuss bids for services etc.
                  Inverclyde Library Service were  Excellence Award winners.
                 £180k Improvements at Greenock Cut visitor center almost completed.
                 Flooding incidents Oct 6 – 83.4mm rainfall in 24 hours. 
                        Grounds team launched pre-emptive works to mitigate the impacts.
                         All IC water courses were prepared/cleared in advance, but by 3am due to 
                         volume of rainfall – many experienced additional buildup of debris.
                         IC oncall staff were retasked to assist with protection and rescue operations .
                 Licencing Amendment highlighted   statement on alcohol delivery services /apps – 
                         There will be stricter regulations on licence holders providing these services.
                 
    REMINDER to everyone to fill out the Online GP Services Consultation review
Next meeting 7pm January date /venue to be confirmed  
Rearranged after meeting to be Jan 18  2024







































     


 



