


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council Minutes
Thursday 18/01/2024
Wemyss Bay Community Centre

Attendees: Community Councillors: Dave Robinson (Chair), Frances Cassidy (Treasurer), Eileen Virtue (Secretary), Scot Little (Vice Secretary), Cllr Paul Cassidy, Martin Armstrong, Andrew Bell. 
Resident Mr Alastair Montgomery, Mr Colin Pomeroy Inverclyde Council, Jean Benson Kip Fest Committee, Cllr Paul Cassidy, Nicole Bradley Community Learning & Development.

1 CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Dave chaired the meeting and welcomed all. No Issues raised.
Colin Pomeroy advised he is currently assisting with training for community councils. He is currently gathering information from various local Community Councils.

2 APOLOGIES:  
MP Ronnie Cowan, MSP Stuart McMillan, Inverkip Primary, Inverkip Hub, Cllr Daisley, 
Dave Currie.

3 POLICE MATTERS AND COMMUNITY WARDENS REPORT: 
Scot reported Ayrshire police had attended Wemyss Bay following multiple reports of a strong smell of cannabis.
Alistair reported an increased police presence following a burglary at Leapmoor drive.
A Consultation on Police estates Scotland wide is ongoing. No new site has been identified within Inverclyde for new Police premises. Possibly custody suites will not be maintained within Inverclyde in the near future. Paisley area may be utilised for custody suites, this would impact on Inverclyde police staffs time regarding travel and time spent with the Inverclyde area.
Jean mentioned there continues to be issues regarding anti social behaviour involving youngsters in the Swallow brae area. It has been reported that they have been kicking residents doors causing fear and distress. One resident has a big dent in their door due to the force used. 
Dave advised a new leaflet had been formatted to provide advice and agency support numbers for residents experiencing anti social behaviour. Martin advised he would ensure these were available and visible within the Inverkip Sainsbury store and he would do a leaflet drop in the affected area.




5  SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) ferry Service consultation has been extended to March.
b) Cost of living event hosted by Ronnie Cowan MP on the 18/01/2024, 1-3pm in the Oak Mall, Greenock.
c) AICC next meeting is online on the 24/01/2024.
d) Everyone is encouraged to request local residents to consider submitting applications for the Community council, the deadline for submission is the 07/02/2024.

6 TREASURER’S REPORT
          Frances confirmed the current balance is £. 3248.59
          Expenditure of £20 for web posting.

7 PLANNING MATTERS

a) At the top of Langhouse Rd, street lines have yet to be repainted. Martin agreed to photo same and forward to Cllr P. Cassidy.
b) Additional charging points are being erected in the car park at Sainsbury’s shop in Inverkip, it is noted that this is a private venture and not connected to the two local authority charging points at the recycling point.
c) Andrew Bell advised that the bus stop markings in Inverkip and at Scotsland have never been replaced following resurfacing work.
d) Martin asked if there should be some form of flood signage on the main rd. between Inverkip and Wemyss bay, he stated there had been comment about a recent accident caused by excessive rain/flooding.
e) Alistair commented that the A78 was having work done again but this time would not fully close. He stated previously there had been very poor communication from Amey and little or no consultation from them also. He stated the community had been treated shamefully and this should not be forgotten. He reported there had already been near misses by motorists at the new junction.
f) Cllr P. Cassidy advised that Rig Arts contract for x3 covid memorials/commissioned monuments were proposed to be ‘Labyrinths’, comprised of ground level gravel paths. These would be community maintained after 5 years. Inverclyde council had not yet given planning permission and felt that there was a need to consult further with Community Councils and Councillors in the wards before agreement could be reached.
g) Eileen advised that Noticeboards can be replaced without the need for requesting planning permission as it would be a replacement and not a new structure.

AOB
Dave asked Jean if the IWBCC could have a table at the next Kip Fest event, Jean replied that this should not be a problem. Dave advised that The IWBCC would be able to make a donation to this event, the amount will be decided at a later meeting.
Jean advised that the Kip Fest at the hub is aimed at all ages in the community, further adding that the Marina Chart room is considering an evening event this year.
Dave advised he had attended a meeting regarding the transformation of Primary care health services. Your Voice were presenting. Only 11 people turned up to the meeting. Not one was aged under 65years. Dave felt concerned they were missing a large cohort of the community. Leaflets had been produced which included, QR codes, Dave felt concerned that some residents may not be able to access services due to being unaware of how to use same.
Dave reminded all that the deadline for community council elections was the 7th February, all current members were encouraged to re apply. It was also noted that there has been some interest from possible new members.
Cllr P. Cassidy reported that over the Xmas period £100k was provided by the council for warm spaces/hands initiative between December to march. The council had provided 51 grants last year with an estimated 10,000 people supported. £30k had been given to local foodbanks over the winter period. £50k to Zero waste pantries, one based in Greenock and one in Port Glasgow. The summer playscheme programme was given £23k, 2000 children accessed the schemes 8000 times average age being 8 years.
There is an ongoing Inverclyde council budget consultation, it is a two-stage consultation with the second stage about to proceed. It is estimated there will be a £5.4 million gap/shortfall for 2024-2025. The next stage of the consultation will be regarding what specific cuts may be made. It is currently felt there is very little wiggle room and difficult decisions will have to be made.
It was commented that approximately £100 million had been lost/reduced from the Council budget from central government over the last 10 years or so. 
Levelling of the Oak Mall may commence in the third quarter of this year, The bull ring roundabout is planned to be levelled also as part of the redevelopment. There is the possibility of new UWS college building on the site of the old library.
Cllr P. Cassidy advised the meeting a new model of bus service is being considered, Franchises were currently being considered for the future.




Next meeting 7pm 08/02/2024 @ Inverkip School.







































     


 



