


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) Minutes
Thursday 15/08/2024
Wemyss Bay Community Hall 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: Frances Cassidy (Treasurer), Scot Little CC, Martin Armstrong CC, Eileen Virtue CC. (CC = Community Council member)
Cllr Paul Cassidy, Cllr James Daisley, Residents:Alastair Montgomery ,Malcom MacArthur , Gaby Walsh.
Community wardens (John Adam, Donald Hardy).
CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Martin CC chaired the meeting and welcomed all.

APOLOGIES:  
Dave Robinson (CC),  Andrew Bell CC, MP, Community Police, Alison Gillespie (WB Primary Head).

COMMUNITY WARDENS REPORT
Mr J. Adam informed the meeting there had been two recent reports of alcohol misuse in July, and 10 episodes of public nuisance.
There had been 4 community engagements by wardens during July. These activities were not related to any anti-social behaviours.
73 regular vulnerable building checks were completed by community wardens.
Mr Adams advised all to call community wardens immediately if concerns arise by phoning 
0800 0131701. 
Noted: the community wardens can help faster if calls are made quickly and not to wait for CC meetings to raise concerns.
No reports of major issues or items to pass on to Police from residents.

MINUTES of previous meeting 
Minutes of previous meeting were approved and accepted with 2 small corrections. 
              Proposed by Frances, Seconded by Martin.
Noted that previous meeting minutes (May 2024) had been proposed by Martin, and seconded by Frances. 
Next meeting section should have read location of Aug meeting as Wemyss Bay Community Hall (not the school)
In AOCB, noted that section with Resident D.Little – should clarify that planning application has not been  Approved, as a full planning application has not been submitted yet.

SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Eileen CC Secretary reported latest correspondence, and confirmed all CC members have been copied on recent correspondence.
 
TREASURER’S REPORT
Frances CC Treasurer advised expenditure up to August 2024 was £60 Prizes for completion with Inverkip School, £282.82 planters Inverkip, £44.60 web posting and Data Protection fees. Current balance is £3462.30.

PLANNING MATTERS
Noted planning application for Mobile Food Van location at War Memorial car park. General concensus that would be welcome idea, support local business.
Noted in discussion in relation to the current Inverkip Main Street retirement flats planning application that a separate resident opposition group has been setup – independent of CC.
Also discussed news of Berfern Plantation auction sale. Land owned by Forestry Trust. Martin CC will talk with Callum McLelland about advice re assets transfers and /or any potential options to pursue community ownership. (although noted not much time before proposed auction)

All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment/planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use

USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk

 AOB
WB Doctors Surgery : at previous meeting Dave CC chair advised that he would contact the local GP practice manager to enquire into the locked door policy they continue to implement. As Dave unable to attend tonight Martin will check with him – item carried over to next meeting.
Discussion over residents problems in getting appointments, registered. Practice is not registered under Inverclyde, but under North Ayrshire/Arran Health Board – therefore not overseen by Inverclyde HSCP. 
Resident noted seeing slight improvement recently, as 1 new GP and 1 part-time locum have taken up posts.  But still issue of who local people can contact with regards to the service or ongoing plans – reported that North Ayr/Arran HB will not discuss if you live in a Wemyss Bay postcode, as they see you as outwith their area – despite the doctors remaining open surgery being located in Wemyss Bay.  Cllr Cassidy confirmed he had discussed concerns previously with HSCP and asked it be brought up a the HSCP service locality planning meetings (board) – at which there is a GP respresentative.
Action agreed that IWBCC will contact Skelmorlie CC to see if they can pursue local concerns over the service with North Ayrshire/Arran board.
Dunrod Road Repairs: Backroad to Greenock Cut was recently temporarily shut to secure and bypass until fix installed. £8k drainage & resurface repair project completed last month.
The planned project to fix Dunrod Road collapse permanently is ongoing. Council officers agreed adjusted route with landowner. Site investigation and surveying in progress for submission of final design plan. Officers working as fast as possible to liaise and get building tenders/work started asap. Cllr Daisley said he had heard outlook from Stuart Jamieson that hoped to get permanent drainage fix done by end 2024, and new roadway completed as early as possible in 2025. Cllr Cassidy agreed to request regular updates as to latest outlook on starting dates for next meeting. 
Inverkip Junction Traffic Lights: Cllr Cassidy shared that report due to be submitted with final business case to Scottish Govt “Big City Deal” for approvals very soon. Noted that the new traffic lights, will mean a reduction in speed limit on main road. Discussion took place on whether bus stops would therefore be possible on main road. Cllrs confirmed this will would be question for Scottish Passenger Transport (SPT) and McGills as they ultimately responsible for these types decisions – it would require McGills as current operator to submit request to SPT. 
Speed restrictions to 20mph within Inverkip & Wemyss Bay: our villages only ones in Inverclyde that did not get limit around centres/schools reduced to 20mph due to 1 objection. Meant had to go before independent auditor review. Cllr Cassidy confirmed review report due to the IC Committee this month with decision on whether can complete legal application to get road speed limit adopted. 
Inverkip to Lunderston Beach Path:  Cllr Cassidy confirmed still under legal discussions between IC and Ardgowan Estate. 

Cllr P. Cassidy Updates:
Reported on various news items from Inverclyde Council:
June  -Staff Pride of Inverclyde Awards – HSCP team won and other teams were recognised. Also 3 Inverclyde Council staff members were congratulated on long service awards – more than 45 years service. (total between them of 693 years.)
Crematorium staff were praised in review for high standards across the board.
July – IC(Inverclyde council) were awarded Bronze Award for Food for Life(relating to serving good meals in schools) – Inverclyde supply 95k meals per year. Inverclyde were first authority to adopt free shool means for all p1-p7 pupils.
Young people Care Experience Conference was held in July.HSCP introduced new project with young people leaving care to independent living – to share skills to help them cope with the transition.
New CCTV system is now installed and running. 52 cameras including mobile units. Being run /monitored in partnership with Police Scotland.
Inverclyde Council (IC) shortlisted for COSLA Excellence Award for their environment projects including carbon capture project at Ducal Moor.
Rig Arts Remembering Together labyrinth is now in place in Wemyss Bay. But it was noted that the sign has village name misspelt .
Inverkip Main Street resurfacing completed over summer and bus stop markings have now been reinstated.
 
Next meeting 7pm  5/09/2024 @ Inverkip Primary School. 
We agreed to move proposed date of AGM meeting to later this year.

Appendix
 Forwarded emails
1.  NHS SHARE Needs Your Support email asking if want to display poster. 
2. AICC notes and next meeting. AICC next meeting 28th August 19.00pm
3. SPT Regional Active Travel Strategy survey reminder
4. Notification from Inverclyde Council - Invitation to prepare a Local Place Plan
5. Gocompare – email inviting us to share link to their guide to preparing for a flood and protecting your property
6. IC  REVOCATION OF BYELAW for regulation of cleaning of common property
7. Ardgown Hospice Fundraising Officer – fundraising partnership
8. Scottish Rural Action Newsletter
9. Inverclyde Climate Action Network  - email from Isabelle Serra
10. Active Inverclyde is Inverclyde Councils’ Sports Strategy for the local community – email Callum Harrison




















     


 



