
Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) Minutes
Thursday 5/09/2024
Inverkip Primary School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: Dave Robinson (CC), Frances Cassidy (Treasurer), Martin Armstrong CC, Eileen Virtue CC. (CC = Community Council member)
Cllr Paul Cassidy, 
Alan Holliday (rep. Martin McCluskey MP),
Bob Russell (Blooming Inverkip),
Frank Trainner (Inverkip Yacht Club),
David Williams(Community Safety, Inverclyde Council).  
Residents:Gordon McGlashan, Alastair Montgomery ,Brian McArthur, Gaby Walsh, Jean Anderson, Jill Rafferty, Isobel Rennie, Jean Benson , Robert Kirkpatrick, Lynne Wilson, Liz Roders. 

Community wardens:  Graeme White, Marie Gallagher .
Police: George Ross 

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Dave  chaired the meeting and welcomed all on behalf of CC.

APOLOGIES:  
Scot Little CC, Andrew Bell CC,  Cllr James Daisley, Alison Gillespie (WB Primary Head), MSP Stuart McMillan. Isabelle Serra(Inverclyde Climate Action Projects)

COMMUNITY WARDENS REPORT
Wardens informed the meeting there had been 2 reports of alcohol misuse, 2 disorderly behaviour, 1 vehicle related nuisance, and 7 episodes of public nuisance.
There had been 4 community engagements by wardens during August. These activities were not related to any anti-social behaviours.
73 regular vulnerable building checks were completed by community wardens.
The number of callouts for Inverkip and Wemyss Bay beach incidents reduced from similar summer time last year – most likely helped to some extent by the poor summer weather.
Graeme & Marie took questions from public.
Advice continues to be please call community wardens immediately if concerns arise by phoning 
0800 0131701. 
Noted: the community wardens can help faster if calls are made quickly and not to wait for CC meetings to raise concerns.
No reports of major issues or items to pass on to Police from residents.

POLICE REPORT
No report of major incidents above Wardens reported. 
Questions were asked regarding Speeding on A78 – especially late at night, several residents from different areas of villages remarked that noise and speeding cars using A78 main road  “like race track” . Most notably between Bankfoot roundabout past Inverkip. Worries that there will be a serious accident.  Also speeding within the village late night.
Police will pass on concerns and info back to the relevant traffic team and the night shift for their awareness. Also shared that there is a Police campaign throughout Inverclyde taking place this month to address traffic /speeding/road safety.

MINUTES of previous meeting 
Minutes of previous meeting were approved and accepted  . 
              Proposed by Frances, Seconded by Martin.
 
Inverclyde Climate Action Projects  
Unfortunately Isabelle could not make this meeting so plan to move this item to a future meeting.

SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Eileen CC Secretary reported latest correspondence, and confirmed all CC members have been copied on recent correspondence.
 
TREASURER’S REPORT
Frances CC Treasurer advised current balance is £3463.30.

PLANNING MATTERS
 No major new items . 
Inverkip Junction(Sainsbury end)  - 
General discussion took place relating to the latest news  that  Traffic management plans have been officially passed by Inverclyde Council(IC). This is for signalised junctions at Inverkip and Marina entrances (ie Traffic lights), plus T-junction planned for future development at the Bruacre junction(Old power station site planned regeneration site).  
This project is funded as part of wider Glasgow City Region Deal. (more info can be found here https://www.deliveringforscotland.gov.uk/households/city-region-deals/)  
The design plans will now go before next meeting of Big City Deal Cabinet for ratification in November 2024. After which Inverclyde Council will be able to go ahead with issuing call for tenders, awarding contracts with outlook view to start work in March 2025. 
The option of a roundabout was one of the original options explored by roads design when project first started years ago, but was rejected by Transport Scotland due to various issues around cost, available space and site restrictions due to their regulations, which make it a non-viable option. Everyone agreed improvements to the junction are needed for improved road safety before there is an accident with a fatality – and need it soon as possible.
Signalised junction requirements should also involve (expectation) that the speed limit will be reduced on A78 past Inverkip.  It is hope that a road max speed reduction may also allow buses to be able to stop on the main road (hopefully including to Gourock) – currently A78 past the village is national speed limit, so buses not able to stop unless there is a bus layby.  
This was also raised at previous meetings . 
Resident raised question as to any reason why a reduction in speed limit could not be requested/auctioned sooner before the start of signalised junction. It was discussed that this was raised previously by CC in discussion with police and roads officials in past, and a few years ago a plan was in progress but due to objection raised by some residents it did not get enacted at that time.  
CC Action – we will raise question again with Transport Scotland and request more info as to how to raise request for speed limit changes or any plans they have. Also ask if laybys are incorporated into the future designs.
(note: A78 from Inverclyde Boundary at Wemyss Bay to Bullring Roundabout, Greenock are the responsibility of the Scottish Government’s Agency, Transport Scotland, who have contracted with Amey for the management and maintenance of these trunk roads. They are not under the control of Inverclyde Council)
20mph speed zones in village centres:
Cllr Cassidy shared that Inverclyde Council(IC) received confirmation this week that the independent review has concluded objection to 20mph zone is not upheld and Inverclyde Council can go ahead and implement the speed limit zones in both Inverkip & Wemyss Bay.  Unfortunately this delay means that the necessary legal processes are not outlooked to be complete until early 2025.
(As discussed in previous meetings - we were the only villages within Inverclyde that this implementation was delayed by an objection – which IC regulations required that the proposal had to go to an independent review. )

Bernfern Plantation and Millhouse Road – land auctions:
Noted that publicised auction of land at both Bernfern Plantation (behind Spey Road) and off Millhouse Road (below cemetery) taking place today.
Not much information known. Discussion speculated that land was previously owned by housing developers that “went bust”.  CC Martin will check on what can find out and share for next meeting.

All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment/planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use

USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk

 AOB
WB Doctors Surgery : at previous meeting Dave CC chair advised that he would contact the local GP practice manager to enquire into the locked door policy they continue to implement.  
WB Resident shared that the surgery have a new website to share their news. Agreed CC should register to receive the surgery news. CC Dave – item carried over from last to our next meeting to get any update from the surgery or Arran Health Board.
 
Dunrod Road Repairs:  
Resident ,business owner raised question as to latest status, as he has not been contacted by Inverclyde Council to keep him informed directly.  Cllr Cassidy will request IC project team ensure to keep him in the loop regularly.  
Info CC have on status from our last meeting: The planned project to fix Dunrod Road collapse permanently is ongoing. Council officers have agreed adjusted route with landowner. Site investigation and surveying in progress for submission of final design plan. Officers working as fast as possible to liaise and get building tenders/work started asap. Cllr Daisley said he had heard outlook from Stuart Jamieson that hoped to get permanent drainage fix done by end 2024, and new roadway completed as early as possible in 2025. Cllr Cassidy and Cllr Daisley both agreed to request regular updates for our CC meetings. 
  
Marina resident concerns – Litter bins and bridge repairs
Resident raised issue of lack of litter /dog poo bins around the Kip Marina area – near play park at Chartroom, and the streets between entrance and the path to coastal path.  Asked who he can contact to raise the issue.  CC Dave confirmed that he had discussed with Holt Leisure to position bin near Marina. (they would be responsible to empty it as their playpark).  CC have previously discussed additional bins with Inverclyde Council, as now the roads have been formally adopted they would be able to add to their refuse collection routes.  Delay previously also been impacted by lack of supplies of bins.  Cllr Cassidy agreed to check with IC dept on behalf of CC. 
Question also about who responsible for the bridge repairs still outstanding on the old bridge at entrance to Marina.  CC shared that from previous discussions/enquiries - the delay and continuing closure of that bridge /path (ie due to vandalism which pushed the stone ballastrade along sides to bridge into the river below earlier this year) is due to ongoing discussions on responsiblility for repairs between Ardgowan Estate as landowner and Holt Leisure who own the Marina.  CC action – to email Ardgowan Estate/Holt Leisure to ask for any outlook on when it can be reopened.
 
Inverkip Village Heritage Noticeboard replacement (Main Street) 
Resident asked for latest status on the plans for replacement ,as the remaining old posts are rotted (metal).  CC Eileen confirmed that Andrew CC has shared designs and quotes for replacement . CC plan to request allocate from villages fund but that the quotes were more than anticipated so discussing options and will submit request.  CC Eileen to keep updated for next meetings. 
Inverkip Primary Nursery and Wemyss Bay school plans: 
Bob from Blooming Inverkip gardening group shared info on success of their project with Inverkip Primary Nursery in creating raised garden beds to encourage pupil groups to maintain and grow vegetables and plants.  Congratulations expressed from CC and meeting attendees. 
Wemyss Bay primary and PTA are planning similar project and he has been asked to consult on the designs/plans. He shared that WB may be submitting requests for some help to CC be it funding or contacts. Also that they plan an Community Event on 5 October, but no details to be able to share yet.   CC confirmed that WB Head Teacher is regular attendee at our meetings and we keep in touch.
CC logo design competition with Inverkip Primary :
Dave CC mentioned that our competition with Inverkip school completed and winners were chosen from the many great entries we received. Winners were displayed at our stall at the Kip Fest Day in the summer.  Plans are underway to have the Wemyss Bay Primary similar competition take place this term.  Then we will hope to use the winning designs for our banner/communications. More to come.
Inverkip Primary School Refresh:
Cllr Cassidy confirmed that the repairs and refresh of Inverkip Primary (repairs, refreshing, repainting, upgrading equipment) was completed over the summer, and that he has heard reports from staff that they are happy with the results.
Covid Memorial Labyrinth :
Dave CC noted that the labyrinth at Wemyss Bay (beside the Community Hall) has been installed by Rig Arts, funded by a Scottish Arts Council grant. Commented that the name on the accompanying signage seems to have unfortunate misspelling of  Wemyss Bay. 
 
 
Next meeting  7pm  10/10/2024 @ Wemyss Bay Primary School  NOTE change of date!! 
Proposed date of our next meeting including AGM will be confirmed – we may need to move date.
Subsequent to last meeting we HAVE moved date of next meeting to 10 October 2024 . AND have rescheduled AGM to be included in November meeting.

Appendix
 Forwarded emails shared with CC 
 
	Aug/Sept
	Inverclyde Climate Action Network   - Isabelle Serra  IC
	 

	 
	Active Inverclyde - Info meeting        - Callum Harrison IC
	

	 
	Webinar for CCs ; Hearing Children& Young people voices in community 2 Oct 2024 @ 6pm                                                   - Peter MacDonald IC
	

	
	Erskine Golf Club                                  - Katie Montgomery
	

	
	GoCompare - flooding advice            - Catherine Bailey
	

	
	AICC Meeting                                        - Calum McLellan  IC
	

	
	New local development plan              - Danny Henderson (IC Planning & Building Standards Service Manager) 
Ardgowan Hospice Fundraising         - Steven Anderson
IC Revoke of Bylaws on Common Property Cleaning  - Emma Peacock IC
SP Energy Networks Community Benefits Consultation 
SRA Network monthly newsletter
	


                   







     


 
