


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) 
Thursday 01/05/2025
Inverkip School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: Dave Robertson (Chair), Martin Armstrong (CC), Frances Cassidy (CC Treasurer), E. Virtue (CC Sec), 
Cllr Paul Cassidy , 
J. Boyd CLD, 
Liz Robertson (rep. Stuart McMillan MSP),
Residents: J. Anderson,  G. McGlashan ,  R. Russell, J. Rafferty,   I. Rennie, , G. Walsh.

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Dave CC Chair, chaired the meeting and welcomed all.

APOLOGIES:  
Scot Little (CC), A. Bell CC member.
Minutes of previous meeting were approved, proposed by F. Cassidy (CC Treasurer) and seconded by Martin Armstrong CC. 
Reports the draft April meeting minutes link on website is not working (Eileen checked and resolved issue 2/5/25)

Community Police & Wardens Matters
No Community Police in attendance for reporting and feedback due to operational duties.
Questions discussed during meeting:
  Antisocial behaviour at Inverkip Beach and Kip Marina areas in recent days. Resident asked why took so long to respond on this occasion (+3 hours) after he reported? 
Witnessed abuse from some youngsters to a resident who remonstrated with them. Big crowds – 80 from 2 trains were counted coming down from station through village, noisy, foul language. 
Everyone acknowledged majority of the youngsters gathering around beach area can be respectful and not causing any trouble – but minority are causing issues. Point raised that even just the large numbers are initimidating , which often the younger people do not recognise.
Liz R confirmed she will report back on the comments/info to MSP.
Cllr Paul C confirmed that the Multi Agency Task Force Response team will be running over the summer holiday months, as per previous years. They have already started the campaign and visits to local schools. 
Hopes are that local Police & British Transport Police will be taking stronger actions against individuals involved in any incidents. 
(Note there was report in local media after meeting that 2 young men had been arrested at Inverkip Beach. Also Police message posted encouraging everyone to use the beach area responsibly and respectfully , so all can continue to enjoy it)
 
Residents are againg advised to call Wardens or Police right away if they see anti social behaviour or need advice. Or even if they witness large groups. It all helps the Police and Wardens in heading off any potential problems…and helps with recording no of calls/statistics for future resource planning! 
0800 0131701  Wardens can help faster if Residents call quicker!
 
TREASURER’S REPORT
F. Cassidy reported that current financial balance stands at £4036.27.
Expenditure in April included web-hosting, bank charges,donations to Kip Fest & Wemyss Bay Gala Day. 
Small Donation for Inverkip Primary towards Pallet Garden project at National Garden show is in hand, CC Treasurer will confirm bank info for transfer.
GUEST SPEAKER – Steven Anderson from Ardgowan Hospice Fundraising team
Chair welcomed Steven to the meeting to share information on Ardgowan Hospice.
It will be 45th year anniversary in 2026 of Ardgowan Hospice.
Ardgowan Hospice help average of 1200 patients each year, with 8 beds, community nursing, therapy sessions, transport services, counselling, support and bereavement services . 
Not just for patients but also for their family members.
Costs around £11k per day to run. £4million per year. 
40% funded by Scottish Government, rest by donations from various sources through fundraising events, Ardgowan lottery, wills and legacies, retail stores (of which there are 5 in total in Gourock, Greenock, Port Glasgow and Kilmacolm), funding from local businesses. 
There are currently 3 local solicitors taking part in scheme offering will writing and power of attorney services in return for donation to Ardgowan.
Steven requested everyone to think about helping & volunteering with Hospice as they are always welcoming of extra hands whether regular or occasional in any capacity  - it all helps to keep delivering this vital local service. 
He left leaflets and contact details for anyone who can spare a little time to support in a regular way, or to help with fundraising or events.
Martin thanked Steven for the interesting and informative discussion. 
And asked Ardgown to share news of future events so that IWBCC can share on our media and noticeboards.  Also suggested contact Kipfest and WB Gala day as upcoming events about taking a stall.  Resident also mentioned that Inverkip Marina are planning a 3 day Open Event in July this year, which may be another opportunity.


SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Secretary read out correspondence received since last meeting. Attached list 
Kip Marina old bridge. Ardgowan Estate confirmed to IWBCC that the footbridge will be fixed this year – they are currently awaiting quotes coming back from contractors, after which they will be able to have a final date of reopening to share.
 PLANNING MATTERS
All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment/planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use
USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk

AOB
 Inverkip Road works – dedicated page at Inverclyde Council website. 
 Giants Burn Wind Farm proposal - Gourock Community Council are holding a single issue meeting to discuss the issue of the Giant's Burn Wind Farm proposal on Monday 12 May at 7pm in Gamble Halls, Shore Street, Gourock.  Save Cowal's Hills Group will present. Statkraft  and elected members and others are being invited to share their thoughts too .  Please see further info on Gourock CC facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/GourockCommunityCouncil )
 Question from resident about what funding schemes are available locally and where to find info about them.
Cllr Cassidy & Janice Boyd, confirmed that Inverclyde Council have a new Community Benefits Platform website which is intended to pull together info on all local accessible grant/funding schemes in one place for community groups and organisations to more easily find out about who/what they can apply for.
IWBCC will share the links when we get it via our website,facebook etc when available.

CC stressed that we are not a funding organisation  - we do not have a budget to distribute to local groups. CC revieve a yearly grant for running /admin costs, and IWBCC rarely claim anything major, and we do try to support local events when we can (ie Kipfest, WB Gala Day, school & charity events) from part of our admin budget where possible. 

Local groups, like Inverkip Hub & WB Community Association and Scouts , already been big recipients of LAG funding from Inverclyde Council. 

Town Centre Regeneration Funding for Inverkip & Wemyss Bay was allocated a few years ago as part of govt scheme, and we have used some of it to fund items. This is what we discuss when we have news at our meetings for ongoing applications for both villages within the grant parameters for various things suggested to us (benches, planters, picnic tables, notice boards,heritage signs) 
Note; This fund is not available for sponsoring events.  

Cllr Cassidy gave his roundup of Inverclyde Council news
We reminded everyone that  local events : 
20-22nd June for Kipfest and 
17 May WB Gala Day
 
Next meeting 7pm 05/06/2025 @ Wemyss Bay Primary School
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	IC (Laura Graham)
	Planning Weekly Valid Lists

	29-Apr
	Janice Boyd 
	AICC Inaugural Meeting Calling Notice

	29-Apr
	Seonid Campbell 
	Stuart McMillan MSP Winter/Spring Newsletter 2025

	25-Apr
	Scottish Rural Action
	Newsletter

	24-Apr
	Pamela Robb
	HOLD: West Locality Planning Group meeting: themed

	24-Apr
	Louise Taylor
	SP Energy Networks- Getting your Community Energy Project Connected

	22-Apr
	Ceri Davis
	£10m Scottish Government funding for Changing Places Toilet facilities!

	19-Apr
	Valerie Campbell
	Wemyss Bay Gala is being held on Saturday 17th May 12-4. 

	17-Apr
	Alastair Montgomery
	re Cowal Wind Farm (aka |Giant's Burn) was

	10-Apr
	Angus Spence
	Huge wind turbines at Dunoon

	10-Apr
	Inverclyde council
	Community Council Annual Accounts for period 1/4/24 to 31/3/25

	11-Apr
	Inverclyde council
	Community Council Grants for year 1/4/25 to 31/3/26

	09-Apr
	Lisa Mitchell
	Councillor Remuneration: The Facts - Factsheet on Cllr Remuneration and SLARC

	04-Apr
	Peter Finnie
	SEPA consultation on a proposed Environmental Performance Assessment Scheme (EPAS) 

	04-Apr
	Una Nicolson
	Funding application request: Inverkip primary & Nursery Class

	 
	 
	 




 



