


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) 
Thursday 04/09/2025
WB Primary School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: Martin Armstrong (Chair), Eileen Virtue (Sec) Frances Cassidy (Treasurer), Scot Little (CC), Andrew Bell (CC). Robert Kirkpatrick 
Ardgowan Fisheries owner, Cllr E. Robertson representing S. McMillan MSP. Jackie Mc Laren PA to M. McCluskey MP. Cllr Paul Cassidy, J. Boyd CLD, M. McArthur, Tony Sweeney, 
Angus Spence, Gordon Mc Glashan

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Martin CC Chair, chaired the meeting and welcomed all.

APOLOGIES:  
Stuart Mc Millan MSP, Martin Mc Cluskey MP, James Daisley Cllr, Dave Robinson CC chair, Mark Ashcroft Community Warden service.
Minutes of previous meeting were approved, proposed by Andrew Bell CC  and seconded by Francis Cassidy CC treasurer . 
Community Police Report
No Community Police in attendance for reporting and feedback.

Community Wardens Report 
No community wardens present for feedback. Mr Mark Ashcroft had emailed the IWCC with an update regarding recent anti-social behaviour recording and activity at Inverkip beach and surroundings. Please see appendix 1.

Residents are advised to call Wardens right away if they see anti-social behaviour or need advice
0800 0131701 Wardens can help faster if Residents call quicker!






Cllr P. Cassidy update from last meeting
1. CCTV is to be considered for Inverkip main Street. Cllr Cassidy had written to the Regeneration Committee.  
2. Abuse of under 25 bus scheme. Cllr Cassidy had written to Scottish transport, this topic had also been discussed twice at the Scottish govt.
3. Recent review of local licensing bye laws.
4. Littering issues around the Marina. Council enforcement dept can be contacted.
5. Cllr Cassidy had met with the local Police Commander, advised that low reporting of incidents meant they cannot justify using resources for the area.

Jackie Mc Laren P.A., Advised a plan is in place regarding addressing youth issues/ASB at Inverkip. Appears to be working with less youths being reported at beach area. Advised that three new replacement CCTV vans are being procured. 
G. McGlashan asked who is best to phone Community wardens or Police? After a short discussion it was agreed that concerned residents should consider the scale or severity of the observed behaviours and utilise common sense. Issues at the train station should be reported to British transport Police.
Scot CC advised all updated information from Community Warden Service , S. McMillan MSP, Cllr P. Cassidy and M. Mc Cluskey MP would be made available as appendices.
T. Sweeney asked why there had been no calls to the Lunderston bay area which is also popular? advised most possibly due to lack of residential housing.
A discussion took place regarding local and external youths who utilise the beach area. It was acknowledged that the vast majority of youths are extremely well behaved and polite. Cllr Cassidy added that letters had been sent to some parents by the police/warden’s service and this may now be having a direct effect on numbers attending. Cllr Cassidy added there may be some incidents of exaggerated reporting by residents of incidents i.e. excessively loud music. There may be some questions on the validity of some reports.

TREASURER’S REPORT
F. Cassidy CC reported that current financial balance stands at £18,639.63
Usual web hosting and bank charges expenditure.
£2000 donation from Wind Farm Development company for heritage board and
ICE donated £1000 for this project also.
IC Village fund released £12,725.83 allocated funding
£15,725.08 has been ringfenced for approved projects.




SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Eilleen CC Sec reported she would not discuss all correspondence as this would cover the previous two months. She would however like to highlight a few that were recent
1. Kip Marina dredging and sea deposit clearing within the Marina.
2. A78 route works, Sea Wall scouring, lane closure will be in effect Nov to Dec.
3. Stevenston street upgrade
4. Traffic regulation order , sponsored walk.
5. Rickshaw cycling poster for Notice boards
6. Email from resident concerned regarding graffiti in Weymss bay. Advised resident of appropriate reporting to IC.

Towns and villages funds projects update
Eileen CC sec advised that funding had been allocated for several projects. 
For Inverkip- Inverkip Heritage board- Andrew bell is leading. 
Also for Inverkip - Picnic benches and planters, friendship bench for school, Eco equipment and games for school, new CC notice boards.
For WB- picnic bench and tables, planters and a new Community Association notice board.
All quotes have been identified and approved. Currently working with Inverclyde Council on help from various teams for installing all items.
Possible future projects are to match projects for WB primary to mirror Inverkip Primary also consider improvements for Daff Glen pathway.
Viewfinder cairn at the war memorial was promoted. WB community hall has asked about getting play markings on the tarmac next to the hall. Provisionally viable.
If any residents have any ideas regarding new projects, please contact the Community council.

PLANNING MATTERS
A. Spence commented that the Cowal wind farm development portal for objections had closed two days previously. He stated they may still accept any objections forwarded. Mr A. spence also commented that he felt the community council had not advertised the issue. Martin CC advised it had been discussed at previous CC meetings; resident A. Montgomery had brought information to previous CC meetings.
Mr Spence supplied an information leaflet to the CC; this would be highlighted on the CC FB page.



All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment, email fro Resident Mr H.ritchie regarding the /planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use
USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk

AOB
M. McArthur asked if the 906 bus would continue to travel through Inverkip? also if there would be bus shelters?
Cllr Cassidy advised that it was SPT who are responsible for bus stops and shelters. He understands that bus shelters are planned for the near future. He further added that the 906 bus would continue to go through Inverkip main street. A new bus stop on the main road outside Inverkip Marina will make it possible to access the 901 bus service to Gourock once more.
Cllr Cassidy advised McGill’s bus company would need to ask for permission to remove any services or change routes.
Cllr E. Robertson confirmed that S. Mc Millan MSP had received a letter to his office confirming that the 906 service through the village would resume shortly. Attendees at the meeting confirmed the 906 had already been seen in the village in the past few days.
Cllr Cassidy, one way system was considered some years ago with plans drawn, it was pulled because of the amount of resistance from residents and contact with their elected representatives.
Council officers would explore this option again if there was an appetite from residents.
R. Kirkpatrick stated he had been through a similar situation with the Kirn drive one way system project in Gourock, this was taken forward by residents and had taken approx. 12 years. 
G. McGlashan asked for an update regarding the Sheildhill road. Cllr Cassidy advised there was a brief update at the IC Environmental and Regeneration committee last week. Contractors were out drilling and exploring site, report due next month. Initial reports were that it was not looking promising and may need re-engineered. Cllr Cassidy advised funding had originally been lost from the Scottish govt. Council need time to review evidence before decisions made. 
R. Kilpatrick, stated funding was replaced some time ago. R. Kirkpatrick stated It is now 5 years that the road has been closed. This is an unacceptable length of time and that someone else should be put in charge of the project. He added that businesses are suffering.

 Cllr Cassidy replied that council officers are working hard for a solution. As it is a council road no other organisation would be involved. Need to await the outcome of the survey/report.
R. Kirkpatrick only one email in 3.5years, no information, email or phone calls from Inverclyde Council. 
Cllr Cassidy agreed to speak with S. Jamieson I.C. regarding this issue. 
Cllr Cassidy will ask a Council officer involved in the project to attend the next CC meeting.
R. Kirkpatrick advised that the toilets at the Cornaleese centre are managed by IC, they have now changed opening times to 10am to 4pm due to staff issues.
R. Kirkpatrick advised he had proposed to build toilets at the fishery however this was blocked and objected to by the Community Wardens.
G. McGlashan commented on the Greenock telegraph article regarding the reduction of checks required for non-UK residents who apply for taxi license.
Cllr Cassidy replied that non-UK residents have been thoroughly vetted by the home Office, however this issue will go out to public consultation next month.

Cllr P. Cassidy report

Blue recycling bins service expanded to hard-to-reach residents such as Tenements, a further 4000 will now have access to blue bins from October.
New cashless purchasing app launched for paying parking fees now active ‘Ringo’.
Doors open day Inverclyde this weekend.
IC has announced a partnership with Bio Capital to process food waste into renewable energy, 1600 tons of waste per year.
Conditional sale of the James Watt dock development area, to Glasgow Arts centre development. Sugar sheds and Titan crane.
Nominations for Pride of Inverclyde employees. IC & HSCP employees.
Inverclyde Centre closing, local housing associations will now support the client group who utilised this service. Outdated model. New model is considered best practice.
This month is ‘Recovery month’, different activities will take place across Inverclyde.
HSCP has updated their Tech platform.
Good performance within local secondary schools regarding exam results.
IC has run a very successful free period scheme, expanded accessibility, free period products are now available across 130 venues including all secondary schools.


Andrew CC asked if there was an update regarding the Police station in Greenock?
Cllr Cassidy replied he had received a letter from the police service with little detail but stating Greenock would have a station in the town. Greenock Telegraph had applied for information but have been ‘stonewalled’ by the Police service and have now appealed, requesting initial information.
Martin CC asked if there was any update regarding the nature trail as funding was in place?
R. Kirkpatrick, funding is in place but there is difficulty in finding a suitable contractor.
Martin CC, asked if the old bridge at the Marina is opened?
G. McGlashan replied it is open, looks better than before, not fully refurbished but safe. Temp repairs at present for safety. Temporary fix with railings.
T. Sweeney mentioned one ‘wee gripe’, he had difficulty with not being left any black bags on refuse collection day.
Martin advised you can phone IC refuse dept, they will arrange a drop off.


Actions
1. Cowal wind Farm information leaflet to be put on IWBCC social media sites.
2. IWBCC to email IC regarding Cornaleese centre toilet opening hours.
3. Put information on IWBCC social media sites regarding 906 bus going through village.
4. Seek update at next meeting regarding Sheildhill Rd & Nature Walk.



Next meeting 7pm 09/10/2025 @ Inverkip Primary School









Appendix 1

Cllr P. Cassidy update regarding ASB meeting at Inverkip Hub

**Copied and pasted from Cllr P. Cassidy email to IWBCC dated Thursday 21/08**

I wanted to share with you for your information, actions I've taken since the CC meeting on Anti-Social Behaviour in both villages.


CCTV Provision
I have written to and spoken with the Interim Director of Regeneration to request that CCTV provision for the village be considered as part of the Council’s ongoing CCTV review. The initial discussion has been positive, and I've been assured Inverkip will receive consideration.


Free Bus Pass Misuse
I have written to the Scottish Transport Secretary urging the government to take action against individuals who misuse the free bus pass to engage in anti-social behaviour. Unfortunately, the response received made it clear any meaningful action to address this will be in the future. The correspondence is attached for your reference.


Licensing By-Laws Review
Upon reviewing the licensing by-laws, I noted that a small section of the beach is currently not covered. I have raised this with council officers and asked that this gap be addressed to ensure comprehensive coverage. It's only a small section, the main part of the beach that people use is included within the by-laws.


Litter Enforcement
I have spoken with council officers regarding litter enforcement. They have been asked to give the marina area particular attention that will be limited to the roads and footways within council control there. However, as the beach is not owned by the Council, we are unable to take litter enforcement action on it. 


Police Engagement
I am scheduled to meet with the Area Commander of Police Scotland tomorrow to discuss the police response to these issues. If there are any specific concerns or points you would like me to raise during this meeting, please let me know as soon as possible.


Correspondence shared by Cllr P. Cassidy




    
Appendix 2
Mark Ashcroft Community Wardens Service
Copied and pasted from Email update to IWBCC regarding ASB harbourside And Inverkip beach 02/09/2025.

Good afternoon
 
Unfortunately, we aren’t going to be able to attend on Thursday night so I have compiled a note of the figures and outcomes of the calls. Harbourside calls in BLUE
 
12th July–  Call reporting youths on beach heading to wooded area , Wardens already on site with Police Scotland, no alcohol and kids messing around playing
12th July  – Wardens on patrol later found 100 youths with alcohol, police attended and alcohol removed.
12th July – Wardens noticed 2 youths attempting to set a fire – youths left
 
13th July – Call reporting youths on beach and drinking alcohol. On arrival it was an adult male drinking a can of Stella , no youths
13th July – report of kids drinking in school grounds. No kids on arrival.
13th July – Report of kids trying to set fires. Wardens were present with the kids when call came in. No fires and no alcohol. Kids had music on but were asked to lower it and did with no issues
 
16th July – Wardens on patrol came across 12/14 older youths then smaller group of 7 youths. Some had alcohol on them but were not causing issues
 
31st July – Call – youths goading residents in village. On arrival , 14 youths (male and female) aged 13/14 saying they were playing hide and seek and an adult had shouted at them
 
13th August – Call regarding e-bikes heading to beach and kids smoking cannabis on beach. Wardens found 60 youths in wooded area with alcohol. Called police and remained with youths but they dispersed as they knew police called.
13th August – Another call at same time for Harbourside about e-bikes and smashing bottles – on arrival small groups were leaving for the train
 
15th August – Call report youths throwing stones – 12 kids on arrival who were throwing acorns , kids apologised anyway
 
17th August – Call just to report kids heading to beach – wardens found youths on pathway near beach and no alcohol
 
1st September – Call to railway station that a youth was burning a poster. No one there on arrival but scorch marks on a No Smoking sign
 
As you can see, there wasn’t many calls and there certainly wasn’t much ASB since the last meeting. We had Wardens patrolling every night so hopefully residents felt it went well over Summer.
 
Regards
 
 Mark Ashcroft
Team Leader
Social Protection Team
Community Wardens – ASIST – Public Space CCTV
01475 714231
Appendix 3


S. Mc Millan MSP ASB Feedback letter






Appendix 4



M. Mc Cluskey M.P. ASB feedback letter
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CCTV Inverkip Request.pdf
Councillor Paul Cassidy

Ward 6 — Inverclyde South West Inve I'C IYd e
(Branchton, Larkfield, Braeside, Inverkip & Wemyss Bay) council
Municipal Buildings

Greenock

PA15 11X

Neale Mcllvanney Direct Line: 01475 712743

Interim Director of Regeneration Email: Paul.cassidy@inverclyde.gov.uk
Inverclyde Council Our Ref: PC

Municipal Buildings Your Ref:

Greenock Date: 18% July 2025

PA15 1LY

By Email
Dear Neale,

Request for Consideration of CCTV Installation in Inverkip

| am writing to follow up on the recent public meeting on Community Safety in Inverkip &
Wemyss Bay held on 10th July, hosted by the Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council. The
meeting was well-attended and highlighted several concerns from local residents, particularly
regarding persistent anti-social behaviour in Inverkip Village and the marina area.

A strong and consistent call was made by attendees for the installation of CCTV in these areas,
as a means of both deterring such behaviour and supporting enforcement efforts. The
community feels that this would be a valuable tool in addressing what has become a recurring
issue, especially during good weather in the evenings and weekends.

This request is supported by the Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council, who share the
concerns raised by residents and are keen to see proactive steps taken to improve safety and
reassurance in the area.

| understand that Inverclyde Council Officers are currently reviewing the existing CCTV network
across the area. In light of this, | would like to formally request that serious consideration be
given to including Inverkip as part of this review, with a view to installing cameras in identified
hotspots within the village and marina vicinity.

The community is eager to work constructively with the Council to improve safety and quality of
life for residents and visitors alike. | hope this request can be taken forward as part of the
ongoing review process.

Yours sincerely,

Qw( Jamu7

Paul Cassidy
Councillor Ward 6 — Inverclyde South West
(Branchton, Larkfield, Braeside, Inverkip & Wemyss Bay) S
<L Hea“!|v s 850 5
3 A
Lives Psant

Please note that my Privacy Notice is available on the Council's website at https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/meetings/councillors.

www.inverclyde.gov.uk






Please note that my Privacy Notice is available on the Council's website at https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/meetings/councillors.
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Free Bus Travel Concerns Letter (3).pdf
Councillor Paul Cassidy

Ward 6 — Inverclyde South West Inve I'C IYd e
(Branchton, Larkfield, Braeside, Inverkip & Wemyss Bay) council
Municipal Buildings

Greenock

PA15 1LX

Fiona Hyslop MSP Direct Line: 01475 712743

Cabinet Secretary for Transport Email: Paul.cassidy@inverclyde.gov.uk
The Scottish Government sur R:f:f PC

St Andrew’s House our Ref: "

Regent Road Date: 18 JUly 2025

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG

By Email
Dear Cabinet Secretary,

Community Concerns Around Free Bus Travel and Anti-Social Behaviour

| am writing to you to raise serious concerns about the unintended consequences of the under
22 free bus travel scheme — specifically, its contribution to rising levels of anti-social behaviour
on public transport and within local communities, including those which | represent.

The scheme has undoubtedly delivered real benefits by empowering, improving access to
education, employment and opportunity for young people across Scotland. However, it is equally
clear that it has had unintended consequences. Transport operators, local authorities, and
community representatives, Trade Unions and MSPs have all raised the alarm about a marked
rise in anti-social behaviour, been linked to a growing trend of young people travelling across
areas to engage in anti-social activity.

To be clear, this issue involves a small minority of young people—but this minority appears to be
growing in number and impact.

To be absolutely clear, anti-social behaviour on public transport and in communities is not
confined to any one age group. Individuals of all ages can and do contribute to this problem.
However, the incidents affecting my constituents—such as those shared at a recent public
meeting hosted by the Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council on 10 July 2025—have
predominantly involved young people, with many residents identifying the free bus scheme as a

contributing factor.

While the majority of young people use the scheme responsibly, a growing minority are
exploiting it to engage in disruptive and harmful behaviour. Current legislation offers no
meaningful recourse when free travel is repeatedly abused—leaving communities, drivers, and
passengers vulnerable, and undermining public confidence in the system.

| welcomed the First Minister's stating at First Ministers Questions on 1 May that work is
underway to address this issue. However, it is deeply disappointing that, despite your own
commitment to action in November 2024 to the Scottish Parliament, we have yet to see any

concrete proposals. Communities like mine cannot afford to wait any longer. y. “5:, «
3 |Healthy = S

| therefore urge you to act decisively and without delay. The Scottish Goven.ﬁ wst b ) A

Please note that my Privacy Notice is available on the Council's website at https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/meetings/councillors.

www.inverclyde.gov.uk






forward robust, enforceable measures that allows Police Scotland, local authorities and
transport providers to respond proportionately to persistent offenders—regardless of age—and
to do so across all free bus travel schemes. Such measures should include the ability to remove
the free bus pass from repeat offenders, impose fines where appropriate, and for offenders
under 16, ensuring any financial penalty is aftributed to their parent or guardian, should the
government choose not to fine the child directly. These reforms must strike a balance: protecting
the integrity of free travel while ensuring that public transport remains safe, respectful, and

accessible for everyone.

Crucially, any such mechanism should not be limited solely to incidents occurring on public
transport but must also apply to repeated anti-social behaviour within the communities that
people travel to using any free bus travel scheme. This would ensure a more holistic and

effective approach to tackling the problem.

With just ten months until the next Scottish Parliament elections, the time for discussion has
passed. What communities now need is action—firm, fair, and fast. | strongly encourage you to
work collaboratively across the Scottish Parliament to implement changes, rather than leaving
communities waiting even longer for meaningful action.

Yours sincerely,

ﬁa“/( (am'o(7

Paul Cassidy
Councillor Ward 6 — Inverclyde South West
(Branchton, Larkfield, Braeside, Inverkip & Wemyss Bay)
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SG Response on Free Bus Travel (2).pdf
RUNaire a’ Chaibineit airson Comhdhail Riaghaltas na h-Alba
Fiona Hyslop MSP/BPA gov.scot

Cabinet Secretary for Transport 'v' ‘ Scottish Government

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Clir Paul Cassidy
Paul.Cassidy@inverclyde.gov.uk

Our Reference: 202500477496
Your Reference: FW: Community Concerns Around Free Bus Travel and Anti-Social Behaviour

18 August 2025
Dear CliIr Cassidy,
Thank you for your email of 18 July 2025 about tackling anti-social behaviour on buses.

The vast majority of passengers travelling by bus behave appropriately, including those, of all ages.
Unfortunately, as you have noted, there are a minority of people, of all ages, who commit acts of antisocial or
criminal behaviour offences on our public transport network, which can result in serious harm to both staff
and passengers. Antisocial behaviour is unacceptable in all contexts and the Scottish Government takes this
very seriously. Bus operators can restrict access to their services in line with their own conditions of carriage.
These conditions of carriage apply to all bus users, whether they have access to the Scotland-wide free bus
travel schemes or not and we encourage bus operators to remove, or refuse boarding, to any member of the
public they consider to be in breach of their conditions.

You may be interested to know that the Scottish Government commissioned an independent working group to
undertake an in-depth review of antisocial behaviour looking for a sustainable approach to preventing and
tackling antisocial behaviour including improved support for victims. This was published on 25t February
2025 and is available at Report of the Independent Working Group on Antisocial Behaviour. The
review findings include some of the issues that you have mentioned. The Scottish Government is considering
the findings and will respond in due course continuing to focus on supporting local community.

The Young Persons Scheme in particular has been hugely successful and has had over 218 million journeys
since it launched in January 2022. This is why we are investing over £400 million in 2025-26 to deliver both
the Young Person’s Scheme and the Older and Disabled Person’s Scheme to support people to access
education, leisure and employment opportunities, and contribute to their communities, as well as making
sustainable travel a more attractive option and support our net zero ambitions.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 "T"vyj INVESTORS IN PE: *PLE" [B& disabit
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https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781836913306



The entitlement to free bus travel enables millions of people to either start travelling on buses or do so more
regularly and its only right that as the administrator of these schemes we encourage individuals to travel
responsibly, safely and with respect of others.

The First Minister set out the Programme for Government on 6th May 2025. This includes the commitment to
suspend use of concessionary travel cards on a temporary and potentially permanent basis as a result of
antisocial behaviour when using the card. Detailed work on the best mechanism for achieving this is
underway, including robust impact assessments, the development of a behaviour code and what future
legislation will be required.

This policy would not just apply to the Young Persons Scheme, but all the National Concessionary Travel
Schemes, including the Older Persons and Disabled scheme recognising that people of any age can engage
in unacceptable behaviour. The development of a behaviour code will help to enable a consistent and robust
set of principles to be established to facilitate a suspension decision-making process and ensure fairness.
The timescales of achieving this are influenced by the likely requirement to introduce secondary legislation
and the thorough completion of related impact assessments with stakeholders.

Any suspension process must operate in a way that is aligned with the Scottish Government's wider
approach to justice, including the Whole System Approach for young people, and a commitment to children’s
human rights in accordance with the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024 (which was unanimously
passed by the Scottish Parliament in December 2023).

Our work on a behaviour code and suspension process is not being developed in isolation. Alongside this
Transport Scotland is working with the bus industry to identify opportunities to improve education and training
for bus passengers and staff are considering the potential for Travel Safe Officers on the bus network,
learning from their successful introduction on ScotRail.

The bus specific action is taking place in the context of wider Scottish Government efforts to improve
community safety and reduce antisocial behaviour including through the Violence Prevention Framework for
Scotland, the Cashback for Communities programme, and the provision of further funding to Police Scotland.

| can assure you we are working at pace with stakeholders to address behaviour on buses. | hope this
update is helpful and provides reassurance of progress on these matters.

Non Vb

FIONA HYSLOP
Cabinet Secretary for Transport

Yours sincerely

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1
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Inverkip letter 2025 .pdf
W Stuart McMillan MSP

e Greenock & Inverclyde
Constituency Office

, : 26 Grey Place

The Scottish Parliament Greenock
Parlamaid na h-Alba PA15 1YF

01475 720930
stuart.mcmillan.msp@parliament.scot

Date: 18" August 2025

Dear resident,

Re: Youth Disorder — Inverkip

As you may be aware, for several years | have brought together relevant stakeholders to try to
find solutions to reduce the anti-social behaviour in and around the Harbourside area in Inverkip.
The meetings have included representatives from Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community
Council, local councillors, Police Scotland, British Transport Police, Inverclyde Council
Community Wardens, and ScotRail. Last month, Inverkip Wemyss Bay Community Council held
a well-attended single issue meeting on the issue also.

As a result of these regular meetings, | believe Police Scotland and the Community Wardens
have increased their visibility and activity in the area. However, | do feel that ScotRail could
invest more resources to support efforts to reduce the number of predominately young people
boarding the train without paying and using this service to access the beach and wider village.
That said, they do now appear to be looking to assist in this matter with a new model for
addressing anti-social behaviour, which | welcome.

Stakeholders have often been told at the meetings by Police Scotland officers and Community
Wardens that most of the young people are not causing any issues. However, the good weather
and large groups of youths congregating can make local people using the train or beach feel
intimated. If alcohol is involved or youths who intend on causing problems visit the area,
residents rightly become concerned. Add to this the issue of the mess that is left behind when
large groups congregate.

Further, towards the end of summer 2023 and the second quarter of 2024, Cllr James Daisley
and | were contacted by several residents who live near Wemyss Point who unfortunately
experienced similar spates of anti-social behaviour.

Consequently, | sent letters to Inverkip residents in 2022 and 2024 updating them on my efforts
to bring together stakeholders, and to provide contact details for the relevant agencies involved
in this work.

Following the recent meeting of the Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council, | thought it
prudent to once again send contact details for local and national agencies you can contact when
you witness any issues in and around your community.

Serving Greenock, Gourock, Inverkip, Port Glasgow & Wemyss Bay
a @StuMcMillanSNP www.stuartmemillan.scot 'i Stuart McMillan MSP





- Page 2 -

Police Scotland — Crimes including incidents of violence, suspected drug dealing, and racial
harassment should always be reported to Police Scotland on 999 or 101 for non-emergencies.

There are reports of people waiting for prolonged periods to speak to a call handler when dialling
101. If so, you can report issues using the online contact form on the Police Scotland website:
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

Inverclyde Community Wardens — Community Wardens are operational between 13:00hrs-
23:30hrs and can be contacted on 0800 01 317 01 when incidents of anti-social behaviour are
occurring. An answering machine is available if the line is busy. If you wish to speak to an
antisocial behaviour investigator (Social Protection Team) to discuss your options or ask for
advice, they can be contacted between 09:00hrs-17:00hrs on 01475 714204. You can also email
the team: ASBINT@Inverclyde.gov.uk

Crimestoppers — If you have any concerns about making a report directly to the police, you can
make a report to Crimestoppers anonymously by phone on 0800 555 111 and online, 24/7, 365
days a year: https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously.

Fearless — Part of Crimestoppers, but specifically for youths to report issues anonymously:
https://www.fearless.org/en/give-info

ScotRail — Issues on board a train or at a station should be reported to a member of rail staff or
to the British Transport Police. You can also use the ‘help points’ at train stations to report issues
if necessary. However, at our meetings, ScotRail have told us that they are not directing
resources to combat anti-social behaviour on local trains as they are not receiving many reports.
Please report any issues to BTP at the time, but also follow up by contacting ScotRail:
https://www.scotrail.co.uk/about-scotrail/contact-us

British Transport Police — Everyone who uses Scotland’s Railway is being urged to report
anything unusual either in person to a member of rail staff, or by texting or calling British
Transport Police on 61016 or 0800 40 50 40.

Having recently spoken to Police Scotland, | understand only one call was made to them
throughout the whole of July regarding anti-social behaviour in Inverkip. My understanding
however is that issues are continuing to take place. | would therefore urge residents to report
issues as and when they are happening.

To conclude, | hope that you will not need to make any further reports this year. However, should
the need arise, please report these to the appropriate agencies at the time. Please also feel free

to contact me following your report to the stakeholders mentioned so | am aware of any issues
taking place.

Yours sincerely,
/ﬁ/ A foy?

Stuart McMillan MSP

Serving Greenock, Gourock, Inverkip, Port Glasgow & Wemyss Bay
a @StuMcMillanSNP www.stuartmcemillan.scot ﬂ Stuart McMillan MSP



https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

mailto:ASBINT@Inverclyde.gov.uk

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously

https://www.fearless.org/en/give-info

https://www.scotrail.co.uk/about-scotrail/contact-us
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UPDATE FOR INVERKIP AND WEMYSS BAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2025

I will be issuing two letters this week to constituents, providing updates on the following matters: -

· Anti-social behaviour in Inverkip, which will include a written response from Police Scotland’s Chief Inspector David Docherty.

· Lomond Road Speeding, Wemyss Bay which was raised at a recent street surgery held jointly with Councillor Paul Cassidy.

Anti-Social Behaviour

Nightly patrols by wardens have proven effective, with Community Wardens assigned to Inverkip and Wemyss Bay throughout the summer. Their presence significantly helped to address and reduce earlier concerns in the area.

Delivery of three new CCTV vans for the wardens has been confirmed, with deployment expected on the streets within the coming months.  These can be deployed to an area at short notice. 

CCTV Camera – Installation of a fixed CCTV camera is planned near Main Street, with the precise location still to be confirmed. The aim is to have it in place within the next week.

Mark Ashcroft suppled information on the number of calls received by Community Wardens: -

12th July– Call reporting youths on beach heading to wooded area, Wardens already on site with Police Scotland, no alcohol and kids messing around playing.

12th July – Wardens on patrol later found 100 youths with alcohol, police attended, and alcohol removed.

12th July – Wardens noticed 2 youths attempting to set a fire – youths left.

13th July – Call reporting youths on beach and drinking alcohol. On arrival it was an adult male drinking a can of Stella, no youths. 

13th July – report of kids drinking in school grounds. No kids on arrival.

13th July – Report of kids trying to set fires. Wardens were present with the kids when call came in. No fires and no alcohol. Kids had music on but were asked to lower it and did with no issues.

16th July – Wardens on patrol came across 12/14 older youths then smaller group of 7 youths. Some had alcohol on them but were not causing issues.

31st July – Call – youths goading residents in village. On arrival, 14 youths (male and female) aged 13/14 saying they were playing hide and seek, and an adult had shouted at them.

13th August – Call regarding e-bikes heading to beach and kids smoking cannabis on beach. Wardens found 60 youths in wooded area with alcohol. Called police and remained with youths but they dispersed as they knew police called.



13th August – Another call at same time for Harbourside about e-bikes and smashing bottles – on arrival small groups were leaving for the train.

15th August – Call report youths throwing stones – 12 kids on arrival who were throwing acorns, kids apologised.

17th August – Call just to report kids heading to beach – wardens found youths on pathway near beach and no alcohol.

1st September – Call to railway station that a youth was burning a poster. No one there on arrival but scorch marks on a No Smoking sign.

Lomond Road Speeding 

The issue of speeding on Lomond Road was raised at a street surgery and contact has been made with Inverclyde Council to request that a formal speed survey be carried out on Lomond Road. This will help gather accurate data on traffic speeds and inform any necessary measures to improve road safety.

 

Additionally, the matter has been escalated to Police Scotland and asked them to consider conducting speed checks in the area. These checks can play an important role in deterring dangerous driving and ensuring that motorists are adhering to speed limits.

 

I will continue to monitor this issue and work with both the Council and Police Scotland to ensure that appropriate action is taken. If you have further concerns or experiences you would like to share, please do not hesitate to get in touch with my office. 
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