


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) 
Thursday 05/02/2026
Inverkip Primary School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: Dave Robinson Chair, Eileen Virtue (Sec) Frances Cassidy (Treasurer), Scot Little (CC), 
M. McArthur, Tony Sweeney, J. Boyd CLD, Robert Kirkpatrick, Jill Rafferty, Jean Anderson, 
J. McLaren, Cllr Paul Cassidy.
Gabby Walsh, Alistair Montgomery, G. White & P. Woodman Comm Wardens.

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Dave CC Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed all, 

APOLOGIES:  
Martin Armstrong (C.C.), S. McMillan MSP, M. Mc Cluskey MP, Andrew Bell (CC).
Meeting was formally opened by Chair Dave Robinson who welcomed all. Minutes of previous meeting were discussed and accepted after agreed amendments requested by Mr A. Bell CC. Minutes proposed by Chair Dave and seconded by Mrs Gabby Walsh.

Community Police Report
No Police  present at meeting.
Community Wardens Report 
Wardens reported there had been no issues or incidents to bring to the attention of the meeting tonight for the period covering January.
A meeting is being held this week and further meetings regarding ASB involving Cllr P. Cassidy, the local Chief Inspector and invited agencies. A plan of action is in place to cover the Easter period and possibly summer period, local Police are working on a strategy. Police inspector may attend the CC March meeting to discuss this.
Scot Sec asked if data is or has been collated regarding incidents of ASB in the past. Wardens advised this request had been mentioned to Mr Ashcroft. Scot Sec will email Mr Ashcroft to discuss. 

Residents are advised to call Wardens right away if they see anti-social behaviour or need advice
0800 0131701 Wardens can help faster if Residents call quicker!


TREASURER’S REPORT

F. Cassidy CC reported that current financial balance stands at £17124.61. Ringfenced monies for projects is £13,943.45.
Heritage Board Funds
Wind Farm Grant = £2000
ICE donations = £1000
Deposit of £1000 paid
CC balance of normal funds= £3181.16

SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE

Eilleen CC Sec reported there had been lots of email recently but would highlight what she felt was most important to the meeting. Please see appendix for email details.
Eileen advised that the AICC had emailed IWBCC regarding the 50th anniversary of Community Councils. IC is to hold a civic reception and initially 5 CC member’s from each area can attend. Names are to be sent to Mr T. Rodger at the AICC no later than 20/02/2026. Initially Scot, 
Dave and Francis will request an invite. Mr T. Sweeney new co-opted member expressed an interest; Scot will contact Mr T. Rodger to advise Mr Sweeney co-opted paperwork is in the process of being completed.

Village fund update

Eileen advised that the Daff Glen project is awaiting confirmation regarding which service will accept the work. Currently the Community Pay back team, The Inverclyde Community Trust and Regenerative Inverclyde are being considered. 
Dave and Martin had visited the bottom of the Daff Glen. They will try and tidy this area up. 
Mr R. Kirkpatrick offered his help, also stating he has a mini digger he would be happy to use on the project.
Eileen advised the meeting there is the plan to facilitate x3 new picnic benches x2 and seating benches for Wemyss Bay at the Community Hall/playpark.



PLANNING MATTERS

All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment, email fro Resident Mr H.ritchie regarding the /planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use
USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk

AOB
Chair Dave reported the I.C. CEO had attended the last meeting, primarily regarding the Sheildhill Road issue.  Cllr P. Cassidy stated that the CEO will try and attend our April meeting.
Mr Robert Kirkpatrick Ardgowan Fishery Owner advised the meeting he had not had any contact or meeting with the CEO as agreed. Mr R. Kirkpatrick offered Cllr P. Cassidy the opportunity of visiting the Ardgowan fishery.
Chair Dave asked if anyone had any updated information regarding the loch Thom hydro scheme.
Mr R. Kirkpatrick advised he believed this project is still going ahead. He stated it had stalled as Scottish water “ holding it up”. Mr R. Kirkpatrick can update or possibly send a report on same for the next meeting. This project may benefit Inverkip residents with cheaper energy if completed.
Chair Dave asked if there was an update regarding the proposed Inverkip coffee shop?
Mrs G. Walsh advised she had noted lights on and workman in the premises every night recently.
It was noted that the local chip shop premises remain vacant, it was commented that the rent for these premises was possibly £30k per year. The company that currently rents this premises is  owned by Rico and Steff.
Chair Dave advised that Langhouse road is dangerous when driving downhill due to a hidden junction. It is dangerous for users of the Church Hall; this can be further compounded by overgrown vegetation in the summer. Kirk brae house owner has cut back hedges in the past.
Cllr P. Cassidy advised the meeting he will check whether there is any further information regarding the previously planned retirement flats in Inverkip.


Cllr P. Cassidy Report

17th Feb-19th Feb, closure of Cloch road section. New pole installation.
12th Feb to 16th Feb Millhouse Rd to Millhouse Gate- BT to install poles.
26th Feb to 3rd March Finnockburn Rd to Finnockburn Drive- BT works
£24 million from UK Govt levelling up fund. Greenock town centre works, documents online Inverclyde Council website.
Zip line proposed for James Watt dock area.
Inverclyde Council are planning a commemoration event at Xmas this year regarding the 85th anniversary of the Greenock Blitz. £10k funding from I.C.
 £20 million funding for Inchgreen Marine Park. 
Social Care Scrutiny Committee  report- x3 initiatives to recruit Social Workers. Helping to reduce recruitment problems. 15 staff have or are going through the supported degree program. 4 M.Sc. graduates have committed to Inverclyde.
£90k has been approved/ allocated by I.C. for warm spaces in Inverclyde. (59 groups).
Crematorium staff have made a £10k monetary donation to Ardgowan Hospice.
Inverclyde Council have launched a budget consultation.
There will be deficits in the budget for the next two years.
£4 million of savings have been identified so far.
70 jobs have been identified for savings within I.C.
Online budget simulator available.
Literacy and numeracy rates for Inverclyde improved, currently sitting above the national average. Good results noted for Inverclyde schools for 2024-25.
Eileen asked if Cllr P. Cassidy has talked to I.C. roads regarding Inverkip potholes?                    Cllr P. Cassidy replied he had received picture from Mr A. Bell CC regarding same. He would pass these onto roads.
Mrs G. Walsh added she had reported the potholes to I.C. but had not received any feedback.
Dave Chair asked about the flooding at the COOP shop at Wemyss Bay.
Mr A. Montgomery commented he felt there has been a denial of responsibility regarding the flooding.




Cllr P. Cassidy advised that the water coming out of the wall is a different issue to the flooding before. More drainage is required from the COOP site. The water is making its way down from the land above the railway. This has become a very frustrating issue for people. Cllr P. Cassidy stated there was nothing in this issue related to I.C. and the lack of progress was the responsibility of other parties, particularly the landowner. No current structural issues regarding the railway. Should be on SEPA consultation.
Mr A. Montgomery thanked CC members, Cllr P. Cassidy and residents for regular attendance at meetings.
M. Mc Arthur commentated on the recently completed roadworks stating the new arrangement regarding buses and bus stops was a huge improvement. Now able to travel to Gourock.
Mr R. Kirkpatrick stated he could speak to the local bus company, who operate the small bus that goes into the village, and enquire if they can extend their route to incorporate the top end of Inverkip.
Mrs J. Anderson added that it was a very long walk to the bus stops from the top of Inverkip.
Mrs G. Walsh advised the meeting the Beacon Arts Centre is running a book festival on 20-22nd February.

Actions
1. Update from Cllr P. Cassidy regarding meeting with Chief Inspector.
2. Report from Mr R. Kirkpatrick regarding Hydro scheme.
3. Update re potholes from Cllr Cassidy, Pics forwarded to Roads.
4. Mr R. Kirkpatrick update re small bus to top of village.
5. Cllr Cassidy to update regarding previously planned Inverkip flat build/planning.

Next meeting 7pm 5/03/2026 @ Inverkip Primary School









Appendix 

IWBCC Correspondence received until February 5th meeting 2026.
	
	Inverclyde council
	Planning weekly valid visits
	

	05/02/26
	Ross Ahlfield
	IC community Trust
	

	05/02/26
	P. McDonald I.C.
	Central Greenock Drop in Sessions
	

	04/02/26
	P. McDonald I.C.
J. Purdie I.C.
	Consultations docs education provision
	Deadline 18th March

	02/02/26
	Cllr P. Cassidy
	Beach Anti- disorder plan for 2026 Meeting Tuesday 3rd Feb 2026
	

	02/02/26
	P. McDonald I.C.
	Inverclyde Council Budget consultation
	

	30/01/26
	P. Finnie SEPA
	Flood risk management plans
Community council update
	Survey deadline 22nd April

	30/01/26
	Amey
	Carriageway maintenance works-A78
Flatterton Rd to Dunrod Rd southbound
	

	
	J. Boyd CLD
	Community councils’ civic reception
	

	28/02/26
	Morna Rae IC
	Inverclyde Council Budget Consultation
2026/28
	9th Feb

	
	Joao Goncalves
	National Lottery Community Funds
	

	
	S. Campbell MSP office
	Energy consent applications: upcoming change to representation process
	

	
	A. Sinclair I.C. legal Services
	Consultation on Criminal records checks for Taxi/ Private hire drivers and operators
	Deadline 15th Feb













