


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) 
Thursday 02/04/2026
Inverkip  Primary School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: Dave Robinson Chair, Scot Little (Sec), Frances Cassidy(Treasurer), Martin Armstrong(CC), Tony Sweeney(CC), Eileen Virtue (CC) ,Gabby Walsh(CC).
Cllr P. Cassidy, J. Boyd CLD,  S. McMillan MSP, S. Jamieson(Inverclyde Council CEO), E. Montgomery(Inverclyde Council), Sgt S. Clark(Police Scotland).
Innes Carmichael, Robert Kirkpatrick, Janice McAdam(85th Scouts), Malcolm McArthur,  Isobel Rennie. 
APOLOGIES:  
A. Bell (CC). 

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Meeting was formally opened by Chair Dave Robinson who welcomed all. Introduced and welcomed our 2 new CC members – Gabby and Tony.
Minutes of previous meeting were discussed and accepted. Minutes proposed by Eileen(CC) and seconded by Dave (CC Chair).
Community Wardens No Report
Residents are advised to call Wardens right away if they see anti-social behaviour or need advice
0800 0131701 Wardens can help faster if Residents call quicker!

Community Police Report
Sgt Clark   attended tonight’s meeting and gave us some updates. 
 Inverkip Beach: Police, Community Wardens, BT Police were in action this week and confiscated alcohol from a large group but there was no trouble reported.  
Action Plan is in place and underway to keep the beach welcoming and open for all age groups of people but will take action against any causing trouble. 
Action Beach Plans have been publicised in local media and in local schools. 
(involves good partnership working and communication over the next summer period between all the agencies - BT police, Community Wardens, CCTV operators, Licensing dept,  Taxis and McGill’s buses,Scotrail travel safe teams).
Again reiterated that Police and Wardens rely on local residents to keep them informed – so please residents keep reporting.
Aware that sometimes can be frustrating delays with 101. He advised to use the “contact US “ link on local police page (reports left there route to same team as 101 calls and get reported /logged in same way). This can sometimes feel quicker than waiting in a phone queue.
Still use Wardens and 101, and of course if serious phone 999.
101 helps future resource planning for Police bosses.
Multiple options – all good. 
Sgt Clark also advised police and wardens teams will do their best to attend as promptly as possible, but that sometimes there may be limited resources available,and may be engaged in other incidents or demands taking place elsewhere in the area. 
Question regarding wandering livestock on roadways.
T .Sweeney(CC) asked if Police follow up with owners to enforce fence repair responsibilities, as been a few incidents around A78 Spango Valley, Bridgend, Ravenscraig areas, no accidents but can pose danger to road users? . Also noted that sometimes not due to a break in fencing, but can be gates left open. 
Sgt Clark responded that yes if appropriate , but to bear in mind  often find livestock no longer there or unable to id the appropriate owners. He will take the concerns back to Community Policing Committee.

TREASURER’S REPORT
F. Cassidy Treasurer  advised the current bank balance stands at £17,460.90, with ringfenced for approved local projects £12755.83.  CC funds = £4735.07.

SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Emails to IWBCC summarised by Scot L (Secretary CC). 
· Wildfire strategy from Scottish Govt. 
· Residents concern re tree cuttings,branches  left after A78 road works and litter on roads. Stuart McMillan(MSP) confirmed has written to Transport Scotland and Govt to highlight amount of litter on A78 corridor – local councils are responsible for tidy up. He will share email responses.
· Scottish Community Councils web survey
· Spango Valley Battery Storage plans adjustments and notices of public event at Branchton Thurs 23 April. Publicised in local press also.  Proposal discussed and suggested to invite the company to hold meeting in Inverkip also. (Scot L will contact them on behalf of IWBCC)
 
PLANNING MATTERS
All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment, email fro Resident Mr H.ritchie regarding the /planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use
USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk
AOB
J McAdam (85th Scouts)  has submitted request on behalf of Scouts to help with funding purchase of a new professional BBQ (as the current one is end-of-life) . Valuable community resource as the Scouts help out and run BBQ’s at local events like the Kip Fest as well as their own events and camps.  Discussed and agreed to request approval to fund from Towns/Villages funding.  (Eileen (CC) will process request asap. 

Question over who allocated the invites to the Civic Reception relating to Anniversary milestone of Community Councils in Scotland. Each CC was allocated 5 places for members and remaining spaces were allocated to Council staff working alongside CC’s.  
Dave thanked Inverclyde Council for hosting the reception to celebrate community councils. 

Cllr P. Cassidy Report
Cllr P. Cassidy advised the meeting of roads in Inverkip and Wemyss Bay that are on next round of planned roads resurfacing works (Glen Crescent, Barron Place, Boyd Avenue, Innellan Road)
HSCP introducing a new service for Intensive Family Support
Gourock Highland Games will be at Battery Park, Sunday 10 May 2026 12-6pm.
New Inverclyde Council AI Chatbot – Clyde – has now gone live.
ASN (Assisted Special Needs) activities are planned during the summer – IC Combined service provision has been allocated budget (£300k)
20mph speed limits throughout Inverclyde will go-live from 27 April 2026
Antisocial behavious action plan – first period over Easter. Publicised in local media.
With regards to privately owned waste ground area on Inverkip Main Street (old Tennis Courts)  , Cllr Cassidy confirmed IC Officers had issued instructions to cut back the vegetation overhanging the pathway. 
 

S. McMillan MSP Report
 Stuart McMillan discussed the recent important members bill - Assisted Dying Bill. Gave his personal insight into his decision on the day. It was a long process with many proposed and many agreed amendment suggestions at various stages  - including to hold a referendum for public to have vote. He ultimately he felt it became an incomplete ,weakened bill, difficult to enact in practise ,and did not believe it would meet the intended purpose. He reiterated that he did not go into it with a fixed position but due to some medical bodies withdrawing their support in latter stages, and emails from his constituants being 5-1 against, led to his decision that he could not personally support it in current form.

Stuart also highlighted that a local WB resident has been key in initiating and campaigning for  the bill that was recently  passed by Scottish Parliament.
 Non-surgical Procedures and Functions of Medical Reviewers (Scotland) Bill on March 17, 2026, marking a significant milestone in regulating the aesthetics industry. This law aims to address safety concerns by tightening rules on procedures like Botox and dermal fillers.  
Key Aspects of the New Law (Expected by September 2027)
· Age Restriction: It will be illegal to provide non-surgical cosmetic procedures to anyone under the age of 18.
· Permitted Premises: High-risk procedures must be carried out in registered clinical settings, such as independent clinics, hospitals, pharmacies, or GP practices registered with Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS).
· Qualified Practitioners: Procedures must be overseen by a qualified healthcare professional, such as a doctor, nurse, midwife, pharmacist, or dentist.
· Inspection and Enforcement: Healthcare Improvement Scotland will have new powers to enter and inspect premises to investigate unregistered or unsafe practices.
· Penalties: Fines up to £20,000 may be imposed for offences.
· Implementation Period: Businesses have until September 2027 to comply with the new regulations. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8]
Procedures Covered
The legislation applies to procedures that pierce or penetrate the skin, including: [1]
· Dermal fillers
· Botulinum toxin (Botox) injections
· Chemical peels that penetrate deeper than the epidermis
· Microneedling at depths of 1.5mm or more
· Thread lifts
· Intravenous (IV) procedures [1, 2]
Next Steps
While passed, the Bill requires Royal Assent to become an Act, with a phased implementation scheduled to begin as early as May 2026, leading to full enforcement by September 2027. The Scottish Government is also developing a separate, lower-risk licensing scheme for procedures such as superficial peels or non-ablative lasers, to be managed by local authorities

Question was also raised to him from a resident , regarding Ardgowan Hospice funding statement. Stuart confirmed Hospices get Scottish Govt “parity” award that relates to covering salaries for nursing and medical staff. They also receive funding towards heating,lighting,etc costs.

Actions from last meeting 05/02/26
1. Dave officially welcomed  new CC members Mrs G. Walsh and Mr T. Sweeney
2. Ceo Stuart Jamieson and Eddie Montgomery from Inverclyde Council attended our meeting and gave feedback on latest plan for Dunrod Road.  
As was published in local news outlets, the results of the Consultants Engineering Report had been received and discussed by Inverclyde Council (IC). Multiple complex issues – geological, topographic challenges – estimated costings to rebuild the road now as originally hoped has risen by around another £3million - Involving complex soil nailing above and below .Total cost would be unaffordable at £5million. 
Stuart J discussed issues, and reiterated that IC are still committed to repairing/reopening Dunrod Road.
“Plan B” is now the option being taken forward – to repair the section that has failed only. This was lesser preferred option for IC as it does not guarantee long term sustainability (ie possibility of other sections failing and needing repairs in future.) but is only affordable option in current economically challenging times. 
Next steps: Further geological and technical investigations underway.  Includind more bore holes etc to investigate if uphill issues from Cut, drainage, soil milling etc need to be included in repairs.
IC Road Services have been instructed to look at the Cut for leaks, urgent repairs – they will work with Alastair McIntyre (landowner,farmer) to identify and action as necessary. 
Anticipated that should Plan B project not have environmental and wildlife nesting issues that caused some delays previously and that outlook is that Plan B should allow for quicker timeframe to complete. 
Available funding of £2million is still available and “ringfenced” for this project. IC hope that this should be sufficient to cover repairs in Plan B. It is not their “ideal” solution but only affordable option.
Inverclyde Council is aware of the big celebration year in 2027 for Greenock Cut, and aim would be to have Dunrod Road fixed and reopened in time. 
R Kirkpatrick(Ardgowan Fisheries) thanked Stuart Jamieson, Cllr P Cassidy and Stuart McMillan(msp) for their feedback and continuing communications with him since our last meeting.
3. R. Kirkpatrick gave update regarding hydro scheme for Inverkip – not going forward at this time due to viability in current climate. 
· Subsidies from Scot Govt now not available or reduced
· Years to get planning permissions approvals
· Company now feel no longer viable due to costs
· Company have applied to extend their provisional planning application 
4. Cllr P. Cassidy to feedback if contact made with ‘Rico & Steff re land issues. No info yet.





Actions for next meeting  14/05/26 
1. Scot L to contact Battery Storage company to hold meeting in Inverkip
2.  Eileen  to process BBQ funding request with IC    


Next meeting 7pm 14/05/2026 @ Wemyss Bay Primary School
(pushed back 1 week due to Scottish Govt Elections 7 May 2026)  
 
Appendix 
	 
	Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council  list of items for Towns & Villages Funding allocation
	 
	 

	 
	INVERKIP projects 
	 
	Latest status

	1
	Heritage information board replacement. Situated at Daff Glen park on Main Street. The original board had faded and was ripped off in storm couple of years ago. Our CC Andrew Bell has worked with graphic designer and Inverclyde Heritage group to recreate and update the information . We have a design finalised and quote for the work to create and install the board.  Costings/quote attached . We have secured some donations to help with the costs from Windfarm Fund, ICE (Inverkip Community Enterprise), and Inverkip Marina and Inverkip Hotel. We are looking for £1000 to cover the balance of the costs and the planning permit required. (any excess could be used for other signage relating to local walks  or returned to the fund)
	1000
	3 May status:  Update due next meeting 

	2
	Bench for Daff Glen park to match the current single bench. (style Lowther to match existing bench)  The seating area is popular . Part of Glasdon Quote attached.
	807.64
	3 May: Benches delivered to Inverclyde Community Trust. They have completed assembly and hope to deliver next week. (we need help to install them) 

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) -sited  them at Sainsbury's , Nursery,  Main Street. We worked with support of  Blooming Inverkip in creating and installing  some planters which have been very well received by village residents.  Blooming Inverkip gardening group is engaged to help maintain the planters. 
	300
	Completed

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) - initially propose  siting them Inverkip Daff Glen park , Footbridge over A78 entrance  Main Street and exit other side at entrance Kip Marina Village.   Blooming Inverkip gardening group is engaged to help maintain the planters. 
	1500
	3 May: Hope to finalise choice of planters and order this week. Still to organise support to maintain.

	4
	Friendship bench to be sited at Inverkip School , working with Inverkip school pupils. Multicoloured Bench is to offer space for pupils to sit and encourage socialisation and friendships. Pupils identified a brightly coloured bench for their request. 
	464.28
	3 May : Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to School

	5
	Along with donation towards some new  school playground games and eco garden project equipment to encourage team/partner games, and active playing , for both schools.  (eg Balls, Tennis equipment ,Bug hotel 
Paint to get playground games drawn on the ground ,Tent/ den area
Plastic cushions to sit on,Smaller play equipment eg scoops and balls, skipping ropes, space hopper,etc. )
	500
	3 May : Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to School

	6
	3 new Notice boards . Our wooden notice boards at Cullen Crescent and Glebe Road are deteriorating after +10 years, and suffered damage in the last big storms this season. We aim to replace these two boards, with more robust versions.  Plus we are discussing with Sainsbury's and landlord to site a wall mounted additional board there. The notice boards are key part of CC advertising of local events and news relating to villages. 
	2024.4
	3 May: Finalising order and getting help to install 2 boards Inverkip

	7
	85th Scouts professional BBQ
	700
	3 May : Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to Scouts

	 
	 
	7296.32
	 

	 
	Wemyss Bay  items identified in discussion with Wemyss Bay Community Association. 
	 
	 

	 
	Project ideas
	Totals
	Latest status

	1
	3 Picnic tables and 2 benches for beside/behind Wemyss Bay Community Hall.  We are hoping Inverclyde Council would help us with ordering and  installing them, similar to ones we did at Inverkip Hub years ago. 
	3994.71
	3 May: Benches delivered to Inverclyde Community Trust. They have completed assembly and hope to deliver next week. (we need help to install them) 

	2
	Notice board at front of WB Community Hall. It did have a notice board, installed similar time as Inverkp ones +10years ago..but was removed/damaged during works and is no longer there. 
	634.8
	3 May: Finalising order and getting help to install 1 board at WB.

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) - proposed siting them. A new Gardening volunteer group in WB being set up - which hope will work with in creating and maintaining  planters  
	1500
	 

	4
	Donation towards Poly Tunnel (Schools choice rather than bench) to be sited at Wemyss Bay School ,   
	500
	3 May :  Approval received for funding. Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to WB Primary School

	5
	Similar to Inverkip Primary - Along with donation towards some new  school playground games and eco garden project equipment to encourage team/partner games, and active playing , for both schools.  (eg Balls, Tennis equipment ,Bug hotel 
Paint to get playground games drawn on the ground ,Tent/ den area
Plastic cushions to sit on,Smaller play equipment eg scoops and balls, skipping ropes, space hopper,etc. )
	500
	3 May :  Approval received for funding. Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to WB Primary School

	 
	 
	7129.51
	 


 




