


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) 
Thursday 05/03/2026
Inverkip  Primary School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: Dave Robinson Chair, Eileen Virtue (CC) Scot Little (Sec), Tony Sweeney(CC), Gabby Walsh(CC), A. Bell (CC).
M. McArthur, A. Montgomery, Robert Kirkpatrick, Jill Rafferty, Jean Anderson, Cllr P. Cassidy.
Alistair Montgomery,  J. Boyd CLD, J. Adam &  A. McIntyre Community Wardens. 
D. Docherty Chief Inspector. S. Mc Millan MSP

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Dave CC Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed all, 

APOLOGIES:  
Martin Armstrong (C.C.), Frances Cassidy (Treasurer).
Meeting was formally opened by Chair Dave Robinson who welcomed all. Minutes of previous meeting were discussed and accepted after agreed amendments x3. Minutes proposed by Chair Dave and seconded by A. Bell (CC).

Previous meeting minutes amendments were
1. Location on minutes was wrong for next meeting should have been WB.
2. J. Rafferty attributed with seeing tradesman in new café working, not G. Walsh.
3. Cllr P. Cassidy agreed to arrange a meeting with IC CEO and Mr R. Kirkpatrick.

Proposed by D. Robinson Chair and seconded by Mr A. Bell CC

Community Wardens Report 
Wardens reported there had been some issues or incidents to bring to the attention of the meeting tonight for the period covering February 2026.
X 2 incidents of intimidation or harassment.
X1 incident of public nuisance.
X3 vehicle related nuisance.
Residents are advised to call Wardens right away if they see anti-social behaviour or need advice
0800 0131701 Wardens can help faster if Residents call quicker!

Community Police Report
Mr David Docherty Chief Inspector (CI) attended tonight’s meeting. CI Docherty is currently the Area Commander for Inverclyde. Reported having a recent meeting with Cllr P. Cassidy regarding Anti-Social Behaviour. Advised services will learn from the Easter holiday period should any issues arise. The aim is to utilise planning and have a more focused approach.
Aim is for good partnership working and communication over the next summer period.
This should include- BT police, Community Wardens, CCTV operators, Licensing dept,  Taxis and McGill’s buses. Police will utilise body cams going forward. Scotrail travel safe teams, education input into schools also. Possible Police visits to parents and utilising body cam or CCTV footage. If any concerns regarding alcohol being delivered to the beach area, Police will work with local shops and taxi services. Police can take details and report.
S. McMillan MSP added that he had attended the meeting 4 weeks previously with partners, he found this meeting very helpful but commented that public support was vitally important in dealing with this issue.
A. Montgomery asked CI Docherty about release of Policing statistics?
CI Docherty advised that local crime statistics by ward could be accessed via Inverclyde council website by ward area.
CI Docherty advised Police attendance is resource dependent. Serious issues occurring elsewhere can redirect resources.
Cllr P. Cassidy thanked CI Docherty for attending this evening’s meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
In the absence of F. Cassidy Treasurer, D. Robinson Chair advise the current bank balance stands at £17,120.36, with expected expenditure of £4.25 for banking charges.

SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Eileen discussed current state of play regarding proposed benches for Inverkip and Wemyss bay, preferred installation agency won’t be able to facilitate for another 6 weeks. Can’t order benches as of yet. We do not have any storage for them. T. Sweeney CC advised he would be able to help with any installation.
Discussion held regarding the tree cuttings at Inverkip marina, identified as an I.C. project however Amey noted to be cutting a few days ago?
New proposal for a data centre and Battery storage site email received. R. Kirkpatrick advised the battery storage site may be on Cllr I. Nelsons land.
Emails to IWBCC read out by E. Virtue CC, please see appendix


PLANNING MATTERS

All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment, email fro Resident Mr H.ritchie regarding the /planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use
USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk
AOB
Dave CC Chair commented on the untidiness and general lack of care for the land next to the Community Hub in Inverkip.
The meeting was informed this land was currently under lease to ‘Rico & Steff’, only if the undergrowth or vegetation was encroaching on the public footways could action be taken. 
Cllr P. Cassidy stated he will try to contact the lease holders to discuss.
A letter may also be sent to Ardgowan estate.
Large recycling bins are also unsightly, this was discussed some years ago and unfortunately cannot be re sited.
Mr R. Kirkpatrick commented on the previous meeting stating he felt there had been political comments made. Mr Kirkpatrick stated that IWBCC meetings should be solely focused on local Inverclyde issues and not about politics.

Cllr P. Cassidy Report
Cllr P. Cassidy advised the meeting of a council 2-year budget cut of 8 million.
7.9% council tax increase for next two years consecutively.
£300k extra funding for ASN students in local schools.
£800k allocated for looked after children within our HSCP.
£77 million reduction in council funding since 1998
No planned cuts to Community Wardens, CCTV services, Community Groups or Employability services.

S. McMillan MSP Report
S. McMillan MSP advised that all parties at the Scottish govt were considering the final stage og the Assisted dying bill.
He had noted a 7:1 ration of people he had consulted being in favour of the bill and the opposite when he had used social media. He had made an amendment for a referendum on the matter if passed for the public. He added it has been a very contentious bill.
There had also been a welcome bill passed regarding the regulation of Cosmetic businesses. This had initially been instigated by a local resident and was now law.
Pleased to announce the 4 new vessels to be built by Fergusons.
R. Kirkpatrick advised he had a meeting with S. Jamieson CEO of I.C regarding Dunrod Rd, he described it as a positive meeting and phone call. He feels there has been positive movement.
E. Virtue CC advised we should invite I.C. CEO to next meeting. Cllr P. Cassidy advised he will remind/ask him.
Mrs G. Walsh commented that she would be happy to offer some proof reading for the new proposed heritage board as she has previous experience of same. To liaise with Mr A. Bell CC who leads this project.

Actions from last meeting 05/02/26
1. Cllr P. Cassidy facilitated CI Docherty attendance at meeting
2. R. Kirkpatrick has arranged a meeting with Roy Foster CEO for the 07/03/26 regarding possible hydro scheme for Inverkip.
3. local road issues- Cllr Cassidy advised residents can email pics of any road issues to I.C., currently unable to be uploaded to website.
4. R. Kirkpatrick advised he had spoken to the small bus company driver for Inverkip. R. Kirkpatrick advised the company will liaise with Scottish transport regarding the route encompassing the top of Inverkip/station. They will also discuss expanding the service to provide a route via Cloch road to Inverclyde Royal Hospital.MSP office have also been working on this issue. S. McMillan advised the bus company owner was open to the idea/plan and potential for the use of 2 buses in the future, currently will consider a proposal.
5. Cllr P. Cassidy  has requested an update regarding the previously proposed flats at Inverkip.
6. Cllr P. Cassidy had facilitated a meeting between Mr R. Kirkpatrick and S. Jamieson CEO I.C.






Actions for next meeting  02/04/26 
1. Official welcome for new CC members Mrs G. Walsh and Mr T. Sweeney
2. Cllr Cassidy to invite I.C. CEO to next meeting.
3. R. Kirkpatrick to feed back regarding hydro scheme for Inverkip
4. Cllr P. Cassidy to feedback if contact made with ‘Rico & Steff re land issues.

Next meeting 7pm 2/04/2026 @ Wemyss Bay Primary School


Appendix 

IWBCC Correspondence received until March 5th meeting 2026.

	IWBCC Correspondence received until March 5 meeting

	 
	IC (Laura Graham)
	Planning Weekly Valid Lists
	 

	05-Mar
	Ross Ahlfeld / Anne Marie Bagstad
	IC Community Trust , IC
	discussing Village spend project help

	05-Mar
	Peter MacDonald IC
	Forwarding letter from Jim Fairlie MSP, and Siobhian Brown MSP 
	Scottish Govt Strategic Action Plan - wildfires in Scotland

	04-Mar
	Scottish Rural Action (SRA) Artemis Pana
	Upcoming events newsletter
	 

	02-Mar
	Alastair Montgomery
	Copied on email from resident to Cllr Cassidy 
	Questions on Community Charge(council tax)  and Recent poll results on changing to 20mph speed limit

	27-Feb
	Jacqueline McDougall, on Behalf of Ruth Binks Corp Director IC
	Invite to attend Inverclyde Schools Gala Concert 26 March Greenock Town Hall
	rsvp by March 9

	27-Feb
	Peter MacDonald IC
	Scottish Community Councils Webinar for CCs.  Topic Community Wealth Building
	25 March 6-7:30pm

	26-Feb
	Pegasus Group , Colin Lavety
	TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (SECTION 35B) - PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE
Glenrothes Developments Ltd
PROPOSED DATA CENTRE & ASSOCIATED DEVELOPMENT AT FORMER IBM SITE, SPANGO VALLEY, INVERKIP ROAD, GREENOCK
	The following two formal public exhibitions are to take place at Branchton Community Centre, 78 Branchton Road, Greenock as below:
    Tuesday 24th March (3pm – 7pm); and    Thursday 23rd April  (4pm – 8pm).

	 
	AMEY
	various A78 related roadworks emails
	 

	26-Feb
	Elizabeth Baird IC Regeneration Manager
	Daff Glen  project ideas - I have asked relevant colleagues here at the Council to feedback to me regarding the current condition of the Glen and its surrounds, as this information will be useful to the Council as it is likely some time seen it has been looked at.  This will give us a better idea of what could/could not be done, and once I have that information, we can consider whether using the Community Council (village fund )budget would be appropriate.

 
	 

	25-Feb
	Katrine Dean IC 
	Inverclyde Local Development Plan(LDP) first stage
	Will issue draft Evidence Report on the 13th of March 2026 for review and comment.  We would ask that we receive your response no later than the 10th of April 2026.

	23-Feb
	Jim Queen Inverkip resident
	Email from resident   
	Questions on concerns re tree line / cuttings /mess  in front of Marina. Potholes on Main Street. 












