


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) 
Thursday 4/06/2026
Inverkip Primary School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors: D.Robinson (Chair), Frances Cassidy(Treasurer), Tony Sweeney(CC), Eileen Virtue (CC) ,Gaby Walsh(CC).
Cllr P. Cassidy, J. Boyd (Inclusive Communites, Inverclyde Council), Nairne Clark(rep. S.McMillan MSP),   Graeme White & Joe Brown (Community Wardens), J.McAdam (85th Scouts).
Maya Selte, Malcolm McArthur , Alastair Montgomery, Isobel Rennie.
APOLOGIES:  
Scot Little (Sec), Martin Armstrong(CC), A. Bell (CC), Robert Kirkpatrick. 

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Meeting was formally opened by Dave Robinson who welcomed all 
Minutes of previous meeting were discussed and accepted. Minutes proposed by (CC Gaby Walsh) and seconded by (Janice McAdam).
Community Wardens  
Graeme and Joe delivered report . 13 reported callouts(Community Engagements) this month. Inverkip & WB approx 50% less than same time last year(where 22 were reported). 
Inverkip & Wemyss Bay accounted for 6.7% of ASB(antisocial behaviour) incidents for Inverclyde area this month.
Wardens also carried out 93 vulnerable building checks this month.
Question asked regarding local media reported knife incident at Marina beach area – a police officer was assaulted and when searched a youth found to be carrying a knife.
Residents are advised to call Wardens right away if they see anti-social behaviour or need advice
0800 0131701 Wardens can help faster if Residents call right away!
Questions raised with Wardens :
	Lot of dog muck in the small “park” area on Main Street (Daff Glen entrance). Due to car blocking entrance, IC grass cutters could not gain access. Tony strimmed the grass, but encountered a lot of dog muck.  
Wardens will pass on to the IC Enforcement Team.
General discussion on whether we can look at getting some signage to “encourage” dog owners to pick up and dispose of their mess . There is a dog waste bin situated across the street at end of the A78 pedestrian bridge – not far to go to easily dispose. Keeps the park safe for children to use…and cleaner for grass maintenance etc.  IWBCC will look into getting some signage. 
Community Police Report – No police in attendance tonight 
Reminder -  Police and Wardens rely on local residents to keep them informed – so please residents keep reporting.
Police aware that sometimes can be frustrating delays with 101 -  advised try using the “contact US “ link on local police page (reports left there route to same team as 101 calls and get reported /logged in same way).  .
Still use Wardens and 101, and of course if serious phone 999.
101 helps future resource planning for Police bosses.
  
TREASURER’S REPORT
F. Cassidy Treasurer  advised the current bank balance stands at £10,651.09
(includes “ring fenced” funds allocated to Village projects. )  Donations processed this month from IWBCC to Kip Fest, WB Gala Day, Scouts, Inverclyde Community Trust, monthly bank charges etc.

SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Secretary not in attendance so no detailed report.
Emails to IWBCC , not many this month but does include:
· Invite from National Association of Community Councils to join
· Reminder to submit reply to Survey on Scotland Future Forests  
· Invite to join Kirkin’ of the Council thanksgiving service on June 14, at MidKirk in Greenock.
· Email from resident regarding ownership for maintenance of high hedge at back of Sandend Place (Upper Inverkip). Hedge outwith house boundary – residents been cutting overgrowth into their garden..but now becoming too high /large for safe maintenance.  
Tony checked on site, and it is very mature, high ,overgrowth alongside public footpath also. 
Cllr Cassidy replied to resident via email and confirmed Grass bank where hedge is located is not owned by Inverclyde Council – the public footpath is, and IC do trim back any growth if it encroaches over the pathway. 
Cllr Cassidy has written regarding the hedge on residents behalf to administrators of Stuart Milne Homes(house builder of that estate). No response yet. Also he has contacted IC Community Payback Team to ask if this is something they could help cut back in short term. 

· Frances emailed Ardgown Estate re dilapidated area in Inverkip at site of old tennis court and playpark on Main Street. No reponse yet
· Frances emailed Rig Arts re overgrowing Labyrinth at Wemyss Bay . Rigs Arts had
 responded with thanks for letting them know, and that they did have maintenance  scheduled for end of May.
· Frances has forwarded agreed funds to Scouts, and received receipt for BBQ purchase.

Actioned from last meeting   
1. Martin agreed to action Smithy Court road markings and open drain cover to IC Roads.   
      Frances logged report on IC Roads portal. 
Cllr Cassidy confirmed IC Roads team had been out and fixed the loose drain cover. It had been moved/unseated by someone…so did not need repair..just realignment into correct position. IC Roads have added to their list of regular checks to keep an “eye on it”.
2.  Tony spoke to car owners who has agreed to try to park to leave access unhindered.  Difficulty with finding other parking spaces an issue with local residents in this area.
3.  Cllr Cassidy checked and shared info with resident who requested any additional Info/statistics around on unpaid council tax  

PLANNING MATTERS
All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment, email fro Resident Mr H.ritchie regarding the /planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use
USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk
AOCB
Discussion on Bus to Upper Inverkip. 
Cllr Cassidy confirmed 578A – bus up to Langhouse Road , Inverkip.
SPT Subsidised Skelmorlie /Wemyss Bay /Upper Inverkip.
SPT public consultations Inverkip Hub 21 May 2:30 – 3:15 and Skelmorlie 1:30 – 2:15.
Frances will post on IWBCC Facebook page.
Smithy Court junction – Main Street – Langhouse Road:  
Open drain cover on corner bottom Langhouse Road, Inverkip. Fixed by IC Roads Team. 
Frances reported give way sign/markings on IC Roads Portal.  
We also issue a request for residents to also log reports/complaints on the Inverclyde Council(IC) Reporting site . The more reports logged ,with report number, the better, please.
Residents also mentioned the height of hedges on the corner site at bottom of Langhouse Road are obscuring visibility for pedestrians , and for car drivers , when trying to cross the very wide road at this point.

Kip FEST preparations: 
– Tony discussed possibility of getting some Scout volunteers to help with proposed IWBCC	 game stall. Janice will see if she can get a few helpers from Scouts.
· Tony has organised gazebo  and will organise a few “raffle” prizes
· Frances and Eileen will get some sweets/small childrens prizes
· Not sure how many IWBCC members can come along on Sat 14th June to help. Gaby will be there anyway with another group, Eileen will try to come along for part of time. Dave cannot commit as having eye surgery that week.
200 Years of Cut celebrations 2027:
 Tony asked what was being planned and if the Cut boardwalk would be fixed in time.                Cllr Cassidy confirmed – IC Communications and Events Team are planning celebrations.               Cut Boardwalk repair work due to be starting (had encountered short delay in starting due to difficulties to get equipment on site) 

Local Bus routes – Upper Inverkip “small bus”  Discussion and suggestions.
Cllr Cassidy shared that SPT(Scottish Passenger Transport) have said they currently working through proposals to pull ownership back into public control throughout Strathclyde. Franchising but with tightened conditions to ensure companies obliged to take and continue “unprofitable” routes along with profitable ,inner town based routes.  
SPT public meetings held locally last month – SPT agreed they would publicise the local Upper Skelmorlie – Upper Inverkip route better, as this was a common theme from residents about not knowing about the timetables etc.  They plan possible local media , their social media channels, and on local busstops (not just at WB Station).  
Also SPT said they may consider possibility of extending this service to Spey Road if demand is sufficient. 
General discussion – with residents commenting that this should be a lifeline service as areas of the villages (especially Upper Inverkip Spey Road developments have NO public transport service. 
Residents again discussed concerns that there is lack of public transport to get to Inverclyde Hospital, that does not involve multiple bus changes. 
Question from resident regarding the My Bus service – lack of knowledge around who is eligible and how to register to use this service. 
Eileen agreed to check on My Bus info and share on IWBCC website. 
       

Cllr P. Cassidy Report
Cllr P. Cassidy advised the meeting  
 IC Community Grants Fund is open for applications.Grants up to £10k. Deadline is 10 July.
IC Policy & Resources Committee – have agreed funding to support various initiatives to continue 2026-2028. Including Grieve Road Community Hub, Inverclyde Free Summer Playschemes, Auchmountain Community Laundrette facility, Warm Hands of Friendship Schemes, Duke of Edinburgh scheme.
IC funded Working Age Warmth Support - £111k to 681 households – continuing funding to 2027.
IC School Meals and clothing grants – supported 728 children this year.
Greenock Crematorium Staff were commended for raising donation of £17k to Ardgowan Hospice.
Police & Fire Scrutiny Committee had a presentation from  Police Scotland about their plans to return to Community Policing model. 2 new officers are outlooked for each Ward who it is intended will be able to meet with local groups like CC, and provide reports in person at meetings or in writing. Police Scotland outlook these changes to be handled within their current budgets and roll out later this year Sept 2026.
IC Licensing Board working on Review of On and Off Sales provision throughout Inverclyde. IWBCC should be receiving info on how to respond with local opinions . Residents can also respond. IWBCC will share once receive info.

Actions for next meeting 06 /08/26 
1. Martin agreed to action Smithy Court road markings   to IC Roads.     
          Frances has logged report on IC Roads portal.              	Ongoing
2. Jackie McLaren (for MP) will try to find out more info about the WB woodland ownership
 and Martin and Scot will contact Community Land Scotland to see if they can help in tracing owner.                                                   			Ongoing

3. Eileen will respond to Woodland Survey on behalf of IWBCC
4. IWBCC will discuss /consider IWBCC responses in preparation for August meeting of AICC (Association of Inverclyde Community Councils) regarding Cycle Paths Survey and agenda item for that meeting. (Mostly related to West Blackhall Street path)
5. IWBCC discuss/consider response to On & Off Sales provision survey
6. Eileen  to check on My Bus info and share on IWBCC website. 
7. Tony Kip Fest planning…and IWBCC to confirm who can come along to help
8. Cllr Cassidy Sandend Place Hedge and Community Payback Team feedback
Next meeting 7pm  6/08/2026 @ venue to be confirmed
Note – NO MEETING in JULY 
 
Appendix 
	 
	Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council  list of items for Towns & Villages Funding allocation
	 
	 

	 
	INVERKIP projects 
	 
	Latest status

	1
	Heritage information board replacement. Situated at Daff Glen park on Main Street. The original board had faded and was ripped off in storm couple of years ago. Our CC Andrew Bell has worked with graphic designer and Inverclyde Heritage group to recreate and update the information . We have a design finalised and quote for the work to create and install the board.  Costings/quote attached . We have secured some donations to help with the costs from Windfarm Fund, ICE (Inverkip Community Enterprise), and Inverkip Marina and Inverkip Hotel. We are looking for £1000 to cover the balance of the costs and the planning permit required. (any excess could be used for other signage relating to local walks  or returned to the fund)
	1000
	4 June status:  Update due next meeting  Plans being finalised for completion and installation

	2
	Bench for Daff Glen park to match the current single bench. (style Lowther to match existing bench)  The seating area is popular . Part of Glasdon Quote attached.
	807.64
	Completed INSTALLED 5 May

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) -sited  them at Sainsbury's , Nursery,  Main Street. We worked with support of  Blooming Inverkip in creating and installing  some planters which have been very well received by village residents.  Blooming Inverkip gardening group is engaged to help maintain the planters. 
	300
	Completed

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) - initially propose  siting them Inverkip Daff Glen park , Footbridge over A78 entrance  Main Street and exit other side at entrance Kip Marina Village.   Blooming Inverkip gardening group is engaged to help maintain the planters. 
	1500
	4 June: Finalising order. Still to organise support to maintain.   

	4
	Friendship bench to be sited at Inverkip School , working with Inverkip school pupils. Multicoloured Bench is to offer space for pupils to sit and encourage socialisation and friendships. Pupils identified a brightly coloured bench for their request. 
	464.28
	4 June :   funds transferred to School  CONFIRMED

	5
	Along with donation towards some new  school playground games and eco garden project equipment to encourage team/partner games, and active playing , for both schools.  (eg Balls, Tennis equipment ,Bug hotel 
Paint to get playground games drawn on the ground ,Tent/ den area
Plastic cushions to sit on,Smaller play equipment eg scoops and balls, skipping ropes, space hopper,etc. )
	500
	4 June :   funds transferred to School CONFIRMED

	6
	3 new Notice boards . Our wooden notice boards at Cullen Crescent and Glebe Road are deteriorating after +10 years, and suffered damage in the last big storms this season. We aim to replace these two boards, with more robust versions.  Plus we are discussing with Sainsbury's and landlord to site a wall mounted additional board there. The notice boards are key part of CC advertising of local events and news relating to villages. 
	2024.4
	4 June: Awaiting quote to include installation 

	7
	85th Scouts professional BBQ
	700
	4 June :   funds transferred to Scouts CONFIRMED

	 
	 
	7296.32
	 

	 
	Wemyss Bay  items identified in discussion with Wemyss Bay Community Association. 
	 
	 

	 
	Project ideas
	Totals
	Latest status

	1
	3 Picnic tables and 2 benches for beside/behind Wemyss Bay Community Hall.  We are hoping Inverclyde Council would help us with ordering and  installing them, similar to ones we did at Inverkip Hub years ago. 
	3994.71
	 Completed  INSTALLED 5 May

	2
	Notice board at front of WB Community Hall. It did have a notice board, installed similar time as Inverkp ones +10years ago..but was removed/damaged during works and is no longer there. 
	634.8
	  As aove awaiting quote

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) - proposed siting them. A new Gardening volunteer group in WB being set up - which hope will work with in creating and maintaining  planters  
	1500
	 4 June still working on where to site . WB Community Hub not sure if replacing previous planters wanted…as no one was able to maintain them. Ongoing 

	4
	Donation towards Poly Tunnel (Schools choice rather than bench) to be sited at Wemyss Bay School ,   
	500
	4 June :    funds transferred to WB Primary School CONFIRMED

	5
	Similar to Inverkip Primary - Along with donation towards some new  school playground games and eco garden project equipment to encourage team/partner games, and active playing , for both schools.  (eg Balls, Tennis equipment ,Bug hotel 
Paint to get playground games drawn on the ground ,Tent/ den area
Plastic cushions to sit on,Smaller play equipment eg scoops and balls, skipping ropes, space hopper,etc. )
	500
	4 June :    funds transferred to WB Primary School CONFIRMED

	 
	 
	7129.51
	 


 




