


Inverkip & Wemyss Bay Community Council (CC) 
Thursday 14/05/2026
Wemyss Bay Primary School 7pm

Attendees: Community Councillors:   Scot Little (Sec), Frances Cassidy(Treasurer), Martin Armstrong(CC), Tony Sweeney(CC), Eileen Virtue (CC) ,Gaby Walsh(CC).
Cllr P. Cassidy, Jackie McLaren (repress. Martin McCluskey MP), Graeme White & Joe Brown (Wardens)
Maya Selte, Malcolm McArthur , Alastair Montgomery, Jean Anderson,
APOLOGIES:  
D.Robinson (CC), A. Bell (CC), J. Boyd CLD, S. McMillan MSP , J.Baird (85th Scouts)

CHAIR’S WELCOME:
Meeting was formally opened by Martin Armstrong who welcomed all 
Minutes of previous meeting were discussed and accepted. Minutes proposed by (CC Gaby Walsh) and seconded by (CC Martin Armstrong).
Community Wardens  
Graeme and Joe delivered report . 14 reported callouts this month. Inverkip & WB 8.19% of whole of Inverclyde area. 
Question asked regarding local media reported knife incident at Marina beach area – a police officer was assaulted and when searched a youth found to be carrying a knife.
Residents are advised to call Wardens right away if they see anti-social behaviour or need advice
0800 0131701 Wardens can help faster if Residents call quicker!
Presentation and Q&A: 
Proposed installation of a Grid Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)  and associated development at the Former IBM Site, Spango Valley.
 Guest speakers : Colin Lavety (Pegasus Group) and Lynsey Breen (representing applicant). 
Further info at www.spangovalley consultation.co.uk   
Colin took us through the proposal. 
This is currently not a planning application … it is at pre-planning stage (Section 37 application of intent).
IC have power to submit recommendations at this stage, not approval decision.
It is a Twin Track application .
In talks with IC (Inverclyde Council) and Scottish Government. 
Indicative design – very high level plan until they have final designs and tenant confirmed. 
BESS plan is more detailed because of requirements due to type of planning. Battery storage “containers” up to 3.5m tall. 
Environmental, Transport assessments have been submitted.
Ecology base-line surveys been done…and more will be completed as part of full planning application submission. 
Biodiversity enhancement is planned to be part of proposal (intention to retain trees etc.) Tree survey and landscape assessments will be done as part of planning application.
Flood risk assessment  - previous planning application(which was for housing) was very detailed. Same team engaged to reassess and bring up-to-date with new regulations etc for the changed usage. Discussions ongoing with SEPA and IC teams.  Engineers are assessing the size , position of SUDS ponds that will be part of the site.
Noise concerns, air quality – acousticians assessing. Benefit of this site is not immediately beside housing and dual carriageway noise already. 
Project website is still live if anyone wants to check it out.
General discussion followed and reviewed some general questions that they had already received from various events or online replies to project website. 
Common questions:   
a) How power “hungry” will data center be ? Worries expressed over impact to existing residential users.   
Answered– Scottish Power already working on £23m project to upgrade network locally and Data center will be on demand power requirements. More regular demand and backed up by battery storage supply.
b) What is likely timeline ?  
Answered – likely first connection dates outlook early 2030’s . Land owners and operators investing , big commitments. 
Timescales known:
2026
 27 Feb– pre-planning application
24 Mar – Public exhibition 1 
22 Apr – submission EIA screening 
23 Apr – Public exhibition 2 
Target July  - submit planning application
Target / hope Dec – determination/decision on planning application

c) Fire Risks :
Answered – will be part of detailed planning application. Different methods – depending on operator and what type of storage units etc. 
d) Will there be onsite security:
Up to operator as to what level of onsite security – but this is usually closely controlled as high value site and equipment. 
e) Visual impact – containers at other sites not particularly “pretty” 
Answered – will be screened by the trees from A78 road side. 
Question asked if battery storage will be  “blended” from above (ie visuals from the Cut walkways)  Could they be green coloured etc ?  Cannot answer at this stage, as will depend on tenant and what containers will be used..but will be fed back as a point raised.
f) Will some public access be maintained ie for dog walkers. 
Answered – unlikely as private site and will need security and secured access. 
g) Will it bring jobs to local area?  And Is it likely that other “end user” businesses /companies may come into local area?
Answered – approx 50 workers at data centre. Likely 100-200 during construction phases.
Hopefully will encourage local investments from other companies etc but would be up to the Operator (tenant) and the demand.  (Guests cannot share who operator likely to be as currently under NDA as part of negotiations) 

Martin closed this session with thanks to our Guests for their presentation and openness to answer questions.  


       
                          


Community Police Report – No police in attendance tonight 
Reminder -  Police and Wardens rely on local residents to keep them informed – so please residents keep reporting.
Police aware that sometimes can be frustrating delays with 101 -  advised try using the “contact US “ link on local police page (reports left there route to same team as 101 calls and get reported /logged in same way).  .
Still use Wardens and 101, and of course if serious phone 999.
101 helps future resource planning for Police bosses.
  
TREASURER’S REPORT
F. Cassidy Treasurer  advised the current bank balance stands at £10,955.34    

SECRETARY’S REPORT / CORRESPONDENCE
Emails to IWBCC summarised by Scot L (Secretary CC). 
· Inverclyde Council notice of Public Procession planned August – this is the Gourock Triathelon (Gourock Pool via McInroys Point to Bankfoot roundabout
· Funding applications invited for Local Action Groups
        Discussion about whether this could be applied to do something in WB woodland area eg an outdoor classroom space. Advised that would need to be discussed with Headteacher and requested via Michael Roach. Also no one knows who land owner is now -  IC undertook renovation of the paths  but do not own the land. It used to be “owned” by a woodland trust group..which has now gone defunct. 
Jackie McLaren (for MP) will try to find out more info about the woodland. 
Martin and Scot will contact Community Land Scotland (Charity group) to see if they can help in tracing owner.
· Survey on Scotland Future Forests  
· Local Development Plan – request for feedback
· Cycling Consultation info at Branchton CC (Colin McLellan)
· Webinar invite to Wealth Building – online web meeting
 
PLANNING MATTERS
All local planning matters can be reviewed at the link below.
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-the-environment, email fro Resident Mr H.ritchie regarding the /planning-applications/how-to-view-planning-applications/planning-online-terms-and-conditions-of-use
USEFUL LINKS 
For anyone interested in keeping track of planning applications as they are processed by the Local Authority.
Https://planningramps.uk/ 
Planning Democracy democratic is a community led organisation campaigning to strengthen the voice and influence of the public in the planning and development of Scotland’s Lands. The aim is to deepen democratic control and promote environmental justice.
https://planningdemocracy.org.uk
AOCB
Discussion on Bus to Upper Inverkip. 
Cllr Cassidy confirmed 578A – bus up to Langhouse Road , Inverkip.
SPT Subsidised Skelmorlie /Wemyss Bay /Upper Inverkip.
SPT public consultations Inverkip Hub 21 May 2:30 – 3:15 and Skelmorlie 1:30 – 2:15.
Frances will post on IWBCC Facebook page.
Smithy Court junction – Main Street – Langhouse Road:
Residents raised that no or very faded roadmarkings at junction and also with width of road can be difficult to cross /see what is coming down hill. Could there be an island?  
Open drain cover on corner bottom Langhouse Road, Inverkip. 
Martin agreed to action to check/report to IC Roads.
Daff Glen “park” – Main Street – Inverkip:
Jean A raised question if gate can be obtained and installed at the entrance. Eileen confirmed it was on list of potential projects, and that Inverclyde Community Trust said they could quote on this work , (once they have new batch of “interns”) .
Also concerns that often dropped pavement and entrance is blocked by parked cars. 
Tony agreed to action to discuss with Jim Brown. 

Cllr P. Cassidy Report
Cllr P. Cassidy advised the meeting  
SPT Bus Public Meetings 
Criminal Records checks review  - decision to keep status quo currently but reviewing potential changes for children born abroad but who have lived in UK majority of life.
Demolition of Hector McNeil House (old central library building Greenock) continuing. And confirmed that contractors were able to remove the mural in tact, and it is now in IC storage with view that it will be used/reinstalled somewhere in future.
Gourock Highland Games – was again very successful year , oversubscribed with applicants for stalls, with excellent weather. 12k visitors including journalist and photographer from the New York Times.  Expressed big thanks to IC team that organises.
Alastair Mc raised question on unpaid council tax and if non-payers are actively pursued by Inverclyde council and if any statistics ?  Cllr Cassidy will check if any additional info available. 
Question raised re the repairs to Cornalees Nature Trail at Greenock Cut – Cllr Cassidy confirmed start had been delayed due to difficulties get equipment access onto the site.
Cllr Cassidy also confirmed IC councillors had visited Dunrod Road site to see latest situation.
 
Actions for next meeting 04 /06/26 
1. Martin agreed to action Smithy Court road markings and open drain cover to IC Roads.
2.  Tony agreed to action parking at dropped pavement Daff Glen “park” discuss with Jim Brown
3.  Cllr Cassidy action to check if any additional info/statistics around on unpaid council tax  
4.  Jackie McLaren (for MP) will try to find out more info about the WB woodland ownership and  
     Martin and Scot will contact Community Land Scotland to see if they can help in tracing owner.
Next meeting 7pm  4/06/2026 @ Inverkip Primary School
 
Appendix 
	 
	Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council  list of items for Towns & Villages Funding allocation
	 
	 

	 
	INVERKIP projects 
	 
	Latest status

	1
	Heritage information board replacement. Situated at Daff Glen park on Main Street. The original board had faded and was ripped off in storm couple of years ago. Our CC Andrew Bell has worked with graphic designer and Inverclyde Heritage group to recreate and update the information . We have a design finalised and quote for the work to create and install the board.  Costings/quote attached . We have secured some donations to help with the costs from Windfarm Fund, ICE (Inverkip Community Enterprise), and Inverkip Marina and Inverkip Hotel. We are looking for £1000 to cover the balance of the costs and the planning permit required. (any excess could be used for other signage relating to local walks  or returned to the fund)
	1000
	3 May status:  Update due next meeting 

	2
	Bench for Daff Glen park to match the current single bench. (style Lowther to match existing bench)  The seating area is popular . Part of Glasdon Quote attached.
	807.64
	3 May: Benches delivered to Inverclyde Community Trust. They have completed assembly and hope to deliver next week. (we need help to install them) INSTALLED 5 May

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) -sited  them at Sainsbury's , Nursery,  Main Street. We worked with support of  Blooming Inverkip in creating and installing  some planters which have been very well received by village residents.  Blooming Inverkip gardening group is engaged to help maintain the planters. 
	300
	Completed

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) - initially propose  siting them Inverkip Daff Glen park , Footbridge over A78 entrance  Main Street and exit other side at entrance Kip Marina Village.   Blooming Inverkip gardening group is engaged to help maintain the planters. 
	1500
	3 May: Hope to finalise choice of planters and order this week. Still to organise support to maintain. Initial order being placed. 

	4
	Friendship bench to be sited at Inverkip School , working with Inverkip school pupils. Multicoloured Bench is to offer space for pupils to sit and encourage socialisation and friendships. Pupils identified a brightly coloured bench for their request. 
	464.28
	3 May : Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to School  CONFIRMED

	5
	Along with donation towards some new  school playground games and eco garden project equipment to encourage team/partner games, and active playing , for both schools.  (eg Balls, Tennis equipment ,Bug hotel 
Paint to get playground games drawn on the ground ,Tent/ den area
Plastic cushions to sit on,Smaller play equipment eg scoops and balls, skipping ropes, space hopper,etc. )
	500
	3 May : Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to School CONFIRMED

	6
	3 new Notice boards . Our wooden notice boards at Cullen Crescent and Glebe Road are deteriorating after +10 years, and suffered damage in the last big storms this season. We aim to replace these two boards, with more robust versions.  Plus we are discussing with Sainsbury's and landlord to site a wall mounted additional board there. The notice boards are key part of CC advertising of local events and news relating to villages. 
	2024.4
	3 May: Finalising order and getting help to install 2 boards Inverkip 14 May awaiting quote to include installation 

	7
	85th Scouts professional BBQ
	700
	3 May : Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to Scouts CONFIRMED

	 
	 
	7296.32
	 

	 
	Wemyss Bay  items identified in discussion with Wemyss Bay Community Association. 
	 
	 

	 
	Project ideas
	Totals
	Latest status

	1
	3 Picnic tables and 2 benches for beside/behind Wemyss Bay Community Hall.  We are hoping Inverclyde Council would help us with ordering and  installing them, similar to ones we did at Inverkip Hub years ago. 
	3994.71
	3 May: Benches delivered to Inverclyde Community Trust. They have completed assembly and hope to deliver next week. (we need help to install them)  INSTALLED 5 May

	2
	Notice board at front of WB Community Hall. It did have a notice board, installed similar time as Inverkp ones +10years ago..but was removed/damaged during works and is no longer there. 
	634.8
	3 May: Finalising order and getting help to install 1 board at WB. As aove awaiting quote

	3
	Planters (including compost & plants) - proposed siting them. A new Gardening volunteer group in WB being set up - which hope will work with in creating and maintaining  planters  
	1500
	 

	4
	Donation towards Poly Tunnel (Schools choice rather than bench) to be sited at Wemyss Bay School ,   
	500
	3 May :  Approval received for funding. Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to WB Primary School CONFIRMED

	5
	Similar to Inverkip Primary - Along with donation towards some new  school playground games and eco garden project equipment to encourage team/partner games, and active playing , for both schools.  (eg Balls, Tennis equipment ,Bug hotel 
Paint to get playground games drawn on the ground ,Tent/ den area
Plastic cushions to sit on,Smaller play equipment eg scoops and balls, skipping ropes, space hopper,etc. )
	500
	3 May :  Approval received for funding. Treasurer to confirm funds transferred to WB Primary School CONFIRMED

	 
	 
	7129.51
	 


 




